
WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 

THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God, 

and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly 

teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of 

sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and 

deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason 

of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed 

mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus, 

and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ. 

(Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church 

is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments 

are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and 

wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(1Co. 11:24-25). 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will 

rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified 

by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 

 

 

 

 

 



Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 20)  

September 18, 2022 
 

INTROIT         Psalm 119:137-140, 142; Antiphon: Psalm  119:144 

 

Your testimonies are righteous forever; 

 give me understanding that I may live.  

Righteous are you, O LORD, 

 and right are your rules. 

You have appointed your testimonies in righteousness 

 and in all faithfulness. 

My zeal consumes me, 

 because my foes forget your words. 

Your promise is well tried, 

 and your servant loves it.  

Your righteousness is righteous forever, 

 and your law is true.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Your testimonies are righteous forever; 

 give me understanding that I may live.  
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P O Lord, 

 keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; 

 and because without You we cannot but fall, 

  preserve us from all things hurtful, 

  and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen 
 

 

GRADUAL                                      Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 
 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing!  

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
 

After each petition: 

 P    let us pray to the Lord, C Lord, have mercy. 



Amos 8:4-7 (ESV) 
     4     Hear this, you who trample on 

the needy  

and bring the poor of the land to an 

end,  

     5     saying, “When will the new 

moon be over,  

that we may sell grain?  

          And the Sabbath,  

that we may offer wheat for sale,  

          that we may make the ephah 

small and the shekel great  

and deal deceitfully with false 

balances,  

     6     that we may buy the poor for 

silver  

and the needy for a pair of sandals  

and sell the chaff of the wheat?”  

     7     The LORD has sworn by the 

pride of Jacob:  

          “Surely I will never forget any 

of their deeds. 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-15 (ESV) 
First of all, then, I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all 

people, 2 for kings and all who are in 

high positions, that we may lead a 

peaceful and quiet life, godly and 

dignified in every way. 3 This is good, 

and it is pleasing in the sight of God 

our Savior, 4 who desires all people to 

be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and 

there is one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 

himself as a ransom for all, which is 

the testimony given at the proper time. 
7 For this I was appointed a preacher 

and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I 

am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles 

in faith and truth.  
8 I desire then that in every place the 

men should pray, lifting holy hands 

without anger or quarreling; 9 likewise 

also that women should adorn 

themselves in respectable apparel, 

with modesty and self-control, not 

with braided hair and gold or pearls or 

costly attire, 10 but with what is proper 

for women who profess godliness—

with good works. 11 Let a woman learn 

quietly with all submissiveness. 12 I do 

not permit a woman to teach or to 

exercise authority over a man; rather, 

she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was 

formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam 

was not deceived, but the woman was 

deceived and became a transgressor. 15 

Yet she will be saved through 

childbearing—if they continue in faith 

and love and holiness, with self-

control.  
  

Luke 16: 1-15 (ESV) 
He also said to the disciples, “There 

was a rich man who had a manager, 

and charges were brought to him that 

this man was wasting his possessions. 
2 And he called him and said to him, 

‘What is this that I hear about you? 

Turn in the account of your 

management, for you can no longer be 

manager.’ 3 And the manager said to 

himself, ‘What shall I do, since my 

master is taking the management away 

from me? I am not strong enough to 

dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have 

decided what to do, so that when I am 

removed from management, people 

may receive me into their houses.’ 5 

So, summoning his master’s debtors 

one by one, he said to the first, ‘How 

much do you owe my master?’ 6 He 

said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He 

said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit 

down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then 

he said to another, ‘And how much do 



you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of wheat.’ He said to him, 

‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 

The master commended the dishonest 

manager for his shrewdness. For the 

sons of this world are more shrewd in 

dealing with their own generation than 

the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make 

friends for yourselves by means of 

unrighteous wealth, so that when it 

fails they may receive you into the 

eternal dwellings.  
10 “One who is faithful in a very 

little is also faithful in much, and one 

who is dishonest in a very little is also 

dishonest in much. 11 If then you have 

not been faithful in the unrighteous 

wealth, who will entrust to you the true 

riches? 12 And if you have not been 

faithful in that which is another’s, who 

will give you that which is your own? 
13 No servant can serve two masters, 

for either he will hate the one and love 

the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and money.”  
14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of 

money, heard all these things, and they 

ridiculed him. 15 And he said to them, 

“You are those who justify yourselves 

before men, but God knows your 

hearts. For what is exalted among men 

is an abomination in the sight of God.” 

 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Amos 8:4–7 

1 Timothy 2:1–15 

Luke 16:1–15 

 

The Lord Is Rich in His Grace and Mercy  

 

Because God, our Savior, “desires all people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), He urges “that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people” (1 Tim. 2:1). Christians 

should so pray “without anger or quarreling,” but “adorn themselves in respectable 

apparel, with modesty and self-control” (1 Tim. 2:8, 9). For the Lord does not forget 

“the poor of the land” (Amos 8:4). He remembers them according to the foolishness 

of the cross. “For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God” 

(Luke 16:15). Though we try to justify ourselves “before men,” God knows our sinful 

hearts and calls us to repentance (Luke 16:15). Though we are “not strong enough to 

dig,” and we are “ashamed to beg” (Luke 16:3), He justifies us by His grace and 

welcomes us into His “eternal dwellings” (Luke 16:9). More shrewd than even “the 

sons of this world” (Luke 16:8), He requires His stewards of the Gospel to bestow 

forgiveness freely. 

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

September 25 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 21): 

Amos 6:1-7, 1 Timothy 3:1-13 or 1 Timothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-31 

 
 

 


