
 

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 
THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God, 

and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly 

teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of 

sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and 

deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason 

of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed 

mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus, 

and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ. 

(Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church 

is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments 

are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the 

bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Communicants believing this 

word of promise receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).  

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will 

rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified 

by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 

 

 

 

 



Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 19 A) 

September 17, 2023 
 

INTROIT                                 Psalm 143:1-2; Antiphon: Psalm 143:9 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!  

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the 

devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and 

grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C ♫[Amen]♫ 

 
GRADUAL                               Psalm 34:9, 19 
      

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
After each petition:  
 

 P  Lord, in Your mercy 

 C hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  



Genesis 50:15-21 (ESV) 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that 

their father was dead, they said, “It 

may be that Joseph will hate us and 

pay us back for all the evil that we did 

to him.” 16 So they sent a message to 

Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 

command before he died, 17 ‘Say to 

Joseph, Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and 

their sin, because they did evil to you.’ 

And now, please forgive the 

transgression of the servants of the 

God of your father.” Joseph wept when 

they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also 

came and fell down before him and 

said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not 

fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 

As for you, you meant evil against me, 

but God meant it for good, to bring it 

about that many people should be kept 

alive, as they are today. 21 So do not 

fear; I will provide for you and your 

little ones.” Thus he comforted them 

and spoke kindly to them.  
 

Romans 14:1-12 (ESV) 
As for the one who is weak in faith, 

welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. 2 One person believes he 

may eat anything, while the weak 

person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not 

the one who eats despise the one who 

abstains, and let not the one who 

abstains pass judgment on the one who 

eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 

Who are you to pass judgment on the 

servant of another? It is before his own 

master that he stands or falls. And he 

will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make him stand.  
5 One person esteems one day as better 

than another, while another esteems all 

days alike. Each one should be fully 

convinced in his own mind. 6 The one 

who observes the day, observes it in 

honor of the Lord. The one who eats, 

eats in honor of the Lord, since he 

gives thanks to God, while the one 

who abstains, abstains in honor of the 

Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For 

none of us lives to himself, and none 

of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, 

we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 

die to the Lord. So then, whether we 

live or whether we die, we are the 

Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died 

and lived again, that he might be Lord 

both of the dead and of the living.  
10 Why do you pass judgment on your 

brother? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother? For we will all stand 

before the judgment seat of God; 11 for 

it is written,  

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee 

shall bow to me,  

and every tongue shall confess to 

God.”  
12 So then each of us will give an 

account of himself to God.  

 

Matthew 18:21-35 (ESV) 
21 Then Peter came up and said to 

him, “Lord, how often will my brother 

sin against me, and I forgive him? As 

many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to 

him, “I do not say to you seven times, 

but seventy times seven.  
23 “Therefore the kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his 

servants. 24 When he began to settle, 

one was brought to him who owed him 

ten thousand talents. 25 And since he 

could not pay, his master ordered him 

to be sold, with his wife and children 

and all that he had, and payment to be 

made. 26 So the servant fell on his 



knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, 

the master of that servant released him 

and forgave him the debt. 28 But when 

that same servant went out, he found 

one of his fellow servants who owed 

him a hundred denarii, and seizing 

him, he began to choke him, saying, 

‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow 

servant fell down and pleaded with 

him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went 

and put him in prison until he should 

pay the debt. 31 When his fellow 

servants saw what had taken place, 

they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their master all 

that had taken place. 32 Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me. 33 

And should not you have had mercy on 

your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 

you?’ 34 And in anger his master 

delivered him to the jailers, until he 

should pay all his debt. 35 So also my 

heavenly Father will do to every one of 

you, if you do not forgive your brother 

from your heart. 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Proper 19 

Genesis 50:15–21 

Romans 14:1–12 

Matthew 18:21–35 
 

Forgiving as the Lord Forgives Us 

In settling His accounts with us, our Lord acts not with anger, but with 

compassion. He does not imprison us as we deserve, but He forgives all our 

debts and releases us (Matt. 18:23–27).  Therefore, our Lord bids each of us 

to have “mercy on your fellow servant,” and “forgive your brother from your 

heart” (Matt 18:33, 35). By the Lord’s forgiveness of our sins, we are free to 

forgive those who sin against us, because He has been handed over to the 

jailers in our stead, and He has paid our entire debt with His lifeblood. 

Whether we live or die, we “are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). Since we all will 

“stand before the judgment seat of God,” we are not to despise our brother 

(Rom. 14:10), but gladly forgive him. By the grace of God, our brother also 

“will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand” (Rom. 14:4). Though 

we daily sin against each other, the Lord intends “to bring it about that many 

people should be kept alive” (Gen. 50:20).  Jesus speaks kindly by His Gospel 

and promises: “I will provide for you and your little ones” (Gen 50:21). 

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

September 24 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 27:1-19 (v.4a); Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30;  

Matthew 20:1-16 

 


