
Amos 5:18-24 (ESV) 
18 W o e  t o  y o u  w h o  d e s i r e  t h e  d a y  o f  

t h e  L O R D !  W h y  w o u l d  y o u  h a v e  t h e  

d a y  o f  t h e  L O R D ?  I t  i s  d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  

n o t  l i g h t ,   19  a s  i f  a  m a n  f l e d  f r o m  a  

l i o n ,  a n d  a  b e a r  m e t  h i m ,  o r  w e n t  i n t o  

t h e  h o u s e  a n d  l e a n e d  h i s  h a n d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  w a l l ,  a n d  a  s e r p e n t  b i t  h i m .   20  I s  

n o t  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  L O R D  d a r k n e s s ,  

a n d  n o t  l i g h t ,  a n d  g l o o m  w i t h  n o  

b r i g h t n e s s  i n  i t ?   21  " I  h a t e ,  I  d e s p i s e  

y o u r  f e a s t s ,  a n d  I  t a k e  n o  d e l i g h t  i n  

y o u r  s o l e m n  a s s e m b l i e s .   22  E v e n  

t h o u g h  y o u  o f f e r  m e  y o u r  b u r n t  

o f f e r i n g s  a n d  g r a i n  o f f e r i n g s ,  I  w i l l  

n o t  a c c e p t  t h e m ;  a n d  t h e  p e a c e  

o f f e r i n g s  o f  y o u r  f a t t e n e d  a n i m a l s ,  I  

w i l l  n o t  l o o k  u p o n  t h e m .   23  T a k e  

a w a y  f r o m  m e  t h e  n o i s e  o f  y o u r  

s o n g s ;  t o  t h e  m e l o d y  o f  y o u r  h a r p s  I  

w i l l  n o t  l i s t e n .   24  B u t  l e t  j u s t i c e  r o l l  

d o w n  l i k e  w a t e r s ,  a n d  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  

l i k e  a n  e v e r - f l o w i n g  s t r e a m .  
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV) 
13 B u t  w e  d o  n o t  w a n t  y o u  t o  b e  

u n i n f o r m e d ,  b r o t h e r s ,  a b o u t  t h o s e  

w h o  a r e  a s l e e p ,  t h a t  y o u  m a y  n o t  

g r i e v e  a s  o t h e r s  d o  w h o  h a v e  n o  h o p e .   

14 F o r  s i n c e  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  J e s u s  d i e d  

a n d  r o s e  a g a i n ,  e v e n  s o ,  t h r o u g h  

J e s u s ,  G o d  w i l l  b r i n g  w i t h  h i m  t h o s e  

w h o  h a v e  f a l l e n  a s l e e p .   15  F o r  t h i s  w e  

d e c l a r e  t o  y o u  b y  a  w o r d  f r o m  t h e  

L o r d ,  t h a t  w e  w h o  a r e  a l i v e ,  w h o  a r e  

l e f t  u n t i l  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  w i l l  

n o t  p r e c e d e  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f a l l e n  

a s l e e p .   16  F o r  t h e  L o r d  h i m s e l f  w i l l  

d e s c e n d  f r o m  h e a v e n  w i t h  a  c r y  o f  

c o m m a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  v o i c e  o f  a n  

a r c h a n g e l ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  s o u n d  o f  t h e  

t r u m p e t  o f  G o d .  A n d  t h e  d e a d  i n  

C h r i s t  w i l l  r i s e  f i r s t .   17  T h e n  w e  w h o  

a r e  a l i v e ,  w h o  a r e  l e f t ,  w i l l  b e  c a u g h t  

u p  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e m  i n  t h e  c l o u d s  t o  

m e e t  t h e  L o r d  i n  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  s o  w e  

w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  w i t h  t h e  L o r d .   18 

T h e r e f o r e  e n c o u r a g e  o n e  a n o t h e r  w i t h  

t h e s e  w o r d s .  

 

Matthew 25:1-13 (ESV) 
[ J e s u s  s a i d , ]  " T h e n  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  

h e a v e n  w i l l  b e  l i k e  t e n  v i r g i n s  w h o  

t o o k  t h e i r  l a m p s  a n d  w e n t  t o  m e e t  t h e  

b r i d e g r o o m .   2  F i v e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  

f o o l i s h ,  a n d  f i v e  w e r e  w i s e .   3  F o r  

w h e n  t h e  f o o l i s h  t o o k  t h e i r  l a m p s ,  

t h e y  t o o k  n o  o i l  w i t h  t h e m ,   4  b u t  t h e  

w i s e  t o o k  f l a s k s  o f  o i l  w i t h  t h e i r  

l a m p s .   5  A s  t h e  b r i d e g r o o m  w a s  

d e l a y e d ,  t h e y  a l l  b e c a m e  d r o w s y  a n d  

s l e p t .   6  B u t  a t  m i d n i g h t  t h e r e  w a s  a  

c r y ,  ' H e r e  i s  t h e  b r i d e g r o o m !  C o m e  

o u t  t o  m e e t  h i m . '   7  T h e n  a l l  t h o s e  

v i r g i n s  r o s e  a n d  t r i m m e d  t h e i r  l a m p s .   

8 A n d  t h e  f o o l i s h  s a i d  t o  t h e  w i s e ,  

' G i v e  u s  s o m e  o f  y o u r  o i l ,  f o r  o u r  

l a m p s  a r e  g o i n g  o u t . '   9  B u t  t h e  w i s e  

a n s w e r e d ,  s a y i n g ,  ' S i n c e  t h e r e  w i l l  n o t  

b e  e n o u g h  f o r  u s  a n d  f o r  y o u ,  g o  

r a t h e r  t o  t h e  d e a l e r s  a n d  b u y  f o r  

y o u r s e l v e s . '   10  A n d  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  

g o i n g  t o  b u y ,  t h e  b r i d e g r o o m  c a m e ,  

a n d  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  r e a d y  w e n t  i n  

w i t h  h i m  t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e  f e a s t ,  a n d  

t h e  d o o r  w a s  s h u t .   11  A f t e r w a r d  t h e  

o t h e r  v i r g i n s  c a m e  a l s o ,  s a y i n g ,  ' L o r d ,  

l o r d ,  o p e n  t o  u s . '   12  B u t  h e  a n s w e r e d ,  

' T r u l y ,  I  s a y  t o  y o u ,  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  

y o u . '   13  W a t c h  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  y o u  

k n o w  n e i t h e r  t h e  d a y  n o r  t h e  h o u r .  

 



 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

P r o p e r  2 7  

 

A m o s  5 : 1 8 – 2 4  

1  T h e s s a l o n i a n s  4 : 1 3 – 1 8  

M a t t h e w  2 5 : 1 – 1 3  

 

The Gospel Prepares Us for Our Heavenly Bridegroom’s Coming 

 

T h e  D a y  o f  t h e  L o r d  i s  “darkness, and not light” ( A m o s  5 : 1 8 ,  2 0 )  f o r  a l l  

w h o  t r u s t  i n  t h e i r  o w n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  p i e t y .  T h e  L o r d  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  

t h e i r  “burnt offerings and grain offerings,” n o r  w i l l  H e  l o o k  u p o n  t h e i r  

“peace offerings” ( A m o s  5 : 2 2 ) .  I n s t e a d ,  H e  d e s i r e s  a  h e a r t  o f  f a i t h  t h a t  

t r u s t s  i n  H i m ,  w h i c h  l e t s  “justice roll down like waters, and righteousness 

like an ever-flowing stream” ( A m o s  5 : 2 4 )  i n  l o v e  f o r  t h e  n e i g h b o r .  I n  o r d e r  

f o r  t h e  “ l a m p s ”  o f  o u r  l i v e s  t o  b u r n  b r i g h t l y  w i t h  s u c h  l o v e ,  w e  m u s t  b e  

f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  “ o i l ”  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  t h r o u g h  f a i t h  i n  o u r  B r i d e g r o o m ,  J e s u s  

C h r i s t  ( M a t t .  2 5 : 1 – 4 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a s  w e  a w a i t  H i s  c o m i n g ,  w i s d o m  d i r e c t s  

u s  “to the dealers” ( M a t t .  2 5 : 9 ) ,  t h a t  i s ,  t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  H i s  G o s p e l .  T h u s  

w e  w a i t  u p o n  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  w e  “encourage one another with these words” 

( 1  T h e s s .  4 : 1 8 ) .  W a k i n g  o r  s l e e p i n g ,  w e  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  m e e t  H i m  w h e n  H e  

c o m e s  “with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 

sound of the trumpet of God,” a n d  “we will always be with the Lord” ( 1  

T h e s s .  4 : 1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

November 15: Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Zephaniah 1:7-16; Psalm 90:1-12 (v.17); 

 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

 



  

 

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 

THE BIBLE –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  E V E R Y  w o r d  i n  t h e  B i b l e  i s  i n s p i r e d  b y  

G o d ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  w h o l e  B i b l e  i s  t h e  t r u e ,  u n a l t e r a b l e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  

c l e a r l y  t e a c h i n g  t h e  w a y  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  ( 2 T i .  3 : 1 5 - 1 7 ) .  

GOD –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  i s  O N E  ( D t .  6 : 4 )  a n d  t h a t  H e  h a s  r e v e a l e d  

H i m s e l f  i n  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  P e r s o n s  ( M t .  3 : 1 3 - 1 7 ) ,  t h e  F a t h e r ,  o u r  C r e a t o r  a n d  

P r e s e r v e r ;  t h e  S o n ,  J e s u s ,  W h o  i s  b o t h  G o d  a n d  M a n ,  a n d  o u r  o n l y  S a v i o u r ;  

t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  W h o  c r e a t e s  f a i t h  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  l i v e  a  G o d -

p l e a s i n g  l i f e .  

MAN –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  c r e a t e d  m a n  w i t h  b o d y  a n d  s o u l ,  i n  H i s  i m a g e ,  

b u t  m a n  o f  h i s  o w n  f r e e  w i l l  l o s t  t h i s  i m a g e  t h r o u g h  s i n .  ( G n .  1 : 2 7 ;  2 : 7 ;  3 . )  

SIN –  “ S i n  i s  t h e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L a w . ”  ( 1 J n  3 : 4 ) .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  k i n d s  

o f  s i n :  o r i g i n a l  ( i n h e r i t e d )  s i n  ( P s .  5 1 : 5 )  a n d  a c t u a l  s i n  ( s i n  i n  t h o u g h t ,  w o r d  

a n d  d e e d )  ( M t .  1 5 : 1 9 ) .  M a n  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  d e a t h  a n d  e t e r n a l  d a m n a t i o n  b y  

r e a s o n  o f  t h e  g u i l t  t h a t  a t t a c h e s  t o  s i n .  

REDEMPTION –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  G o d  o u t  o f  p u r e  l o v e  a n d  m e r c y  

r e d e e m e d  m a n k i n d  f r o m  s i n  t h r o u g h  t h e  a l l - s u f f i c i e n t  s a c r i f i c e  o f  H i s  o n l y  

S o n ,  J e s u s ,  a n d  H i s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  s h o w s  t h a t  G o d  w a s  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r k  

o f  C h r i s t .  ( J n  3 : 1 6 ;  1 J n  2 : 2 ;  R o .  4 : 2 5 ) .  

FAITH –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s i n n e r  m u s t  p e r s o n a l l y  r e c e i v e  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  

J e s u s  f o r  s a l v a t i o n  a n d  t r u s t  t h a t ,  “ J e s u s  d i e d  f o r  m e . ”  ( J n  1 7 : 3 ;  J a  1 : 2 1 ;  P s .  

3 1 : 1 4 ) .  

THE CHURCH –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  

w h o l e  n u m b e r  o f  b e l i e v e r s  i n  C h r i s t ,  f o r  o n l y  b e l i e v e r s  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

c h u r c h .  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  i t s  o n e  a n d  o n l y  f o u n d a t i o n  ( E p .  2 : 1 9 - 2 2 ) .  T h e  

c h u r c h  i s  f o u n d  w h e r e v e r  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  p r e a c h e d  a n d  t h e  

S a c r a m e n t s  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C h r i s t ’ s  i n s t i t u t i o n .   

SACRAMENTS –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C h r i s t  i n s t i t u t e d  t w o  s a c r a m e n t s ,  a n d  

w h e n  B a p t i s m  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  i n f a n t s  a n d  a d u l t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

c o m m a n d  o f  C h r i s t ,  G o d  o f f e r s  H i s  g r a c e  a n d  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s  ( A c t s  

2 2 : 1 6 ) .  I n  t h e  L o r d ’ s  S u p p e r ,  b e l i e v i n g  c o m m u n i c a n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  b r e a d  a n d  

w i n e ,  a l s o  r e a l l y  r e c e i v e  C h r i s t ’ s  b o d y  a n d  b l o o d  f o r  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s i n s  

( 1 C o .  1 1 : 2 4 - 2 5 ) .  

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C h r i s t  w i l l  r e t u r n  

v i s i b l y  t o  e a r t h  ( A c t s  1 : 1 1 )  o n  t h e  L a s t  D a y  ( M k .  1 3 : 3 2 )  t o  j u d g e  t h e  w o r l d  

( A c t s  1 0 : 4 2 ) .  T h e  b e l i e v e r s  w i l l  g o  t o  h e a v e n ,  t o  b e  w i t h  G o d  f o r e v e r  ( 1 T h .  

4 : 1 3 - 1 8 ) .  T h e  u n b e l i e v e r s  w i l l  g o  t o  h e l l ,  e t e r n a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  G o d  ( M t .  

2 5 : 3 2 ,  4 6 ) .  

RESURRECTION –  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o n  t h e  L a s t  D a y  b e l i e v e r s  i n  C h r i s t  

w i l l  r i s e  f r o m  t h e  d e a d ,  t h e i r  s o u l s  r e u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  e a r t h l y  b o d i e s  a n d  

g l o r i f i e d  b y  C h r i s t  ( J n  1 4 : 1 9 ;  1 7 : 2 4 ) .  

 

 



Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost           November 8, 2020 
                         

INTROIT                           Psalm 84:1, 9-12; Antiphon: Psalm 84:3 
 

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may lay her young, 

 a t  y o u r  a l t a r s ,  O  L O R D  o f  h o s t s ,  m y  K i n g  a n d  m y  G o d .  

How lovely is your dwelling place, 

 O  L O R D  o f  h o s t s !   

Behold our shield, O God; 

 l o o k  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  y o u r  a n o i n t e d !  

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

 I  w o u l d  r a t h e r  b e  a  d o o r k e e p e r  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  m y  G o d  

 t h a n  d w e l l  i n  t h e  t e n t s  o f  w i c k e d n e s s .  

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor. 

 N o  g o o d  t h i n g  d o e s  h e  w i t h h o l d  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  w a l k  u p r i g h t l y .  

O LORD of hosts, 

 b l e s s è d  i s  t h e  o n e  w h o  t r u s t s  i n  y o u !   
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may lay her young, 

 a t  y o u r  a l t a r s ,  O  L O R D  o f  h o s t s ,  m y  K i n g  a n d  m y  G o d .  

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P L o r d  G o d ,  h e a v e n l y  F a t h e r ,  

 s e n d  f o r t h  Y o u r  S o n  t o  l e a d  h o m e  H i s  b r i d e ,  t h e  C h u r c h ,  

  t h a t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  t h e  r e d e e m e d  

    w e  m a y  f i n a l l y  e n t e r  i n t o  H i s  e t e r n a l  w e d d i n g  f e a s t ;  

 t h r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  o u r  L o r d ,  

 w h o  l i v e s  a n d  r e i g n s  w i t h  Y o u  a n d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  

 o n e  G o d ,  n o w  a n d  f o r e v e r .   

C  ♫[Amen]♫ 
 

GRADUAL                      Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 
      

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

 T h e y  h a v e  w a s h e d  t h e i r  r o b e s  

 a n d  m a d e  t h e m  w h i t e  i n  t h e  b l o o d  o f  t h e  L a m b .   

Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

 i n  w h o s e  h e a r t  a r e  t h e  h i g h w a y s  t o  Z i o n .  
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
 

A f t e r  e a c h  p e t i t i o n :  P   let us pray to the Lord:  C   Lord, have mercy. 


