WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE
THE BIBLE — We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by
God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God,
clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17).
GOD - We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed
Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and
Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour;
the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-
pleasing life.
MAN — We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image,
but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.)
SIN — “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds
of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word
and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by
reason of the guilt that attaches to sin.
REDEMPTION — We believe that God out of pure love and mercy
redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only
Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work
of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25).
FAITH — We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of
Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps.
31:14).
THE CHURCH - We believe that the church, established by Christ is the
whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the
church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The
church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the
Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.
SACRAMENTS — We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and
when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the
command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts
22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and
wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins
(1Co. 11:24-25).
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST — We believe that Christ will return
visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world
(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th.
4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt.
25:32, 46).
RESURRECTION — We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ
will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and
glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24).




All Saints’ Day (Observed) November 7, 2021
INTROIT Psalm 31:1,3,5; Antiphon: Revelation 7:14b

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.

In you, O LORD, do | take refuge; let me never be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.

For you are my rock and my fortress;
and for your name's sake you lead me and guide me.

Into your hand | commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

P Almighty and everlasting God,
You knit together Your faithful people of all times and places
into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ.
Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living
that, together with them,
we may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared
for those who love You;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen

GRADUAL Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Blesséd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS
After each petition:
) Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.



Revelation 7:9-17 (ESV)

9 After this | looked, and behold, a
great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes,
with palm branches in their hands,
and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11 And all the angels were standing
around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the
throne and worshiped God, 2 saying,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.”

13 Then one of the elders addressed
me, saying, “Who are these, clothed
in white robes, and from where have
they come?” ** I said to him, “Sir, you
know.” And he said to me, “These are
the ones coming out of the great
tribulation. They have washed their
robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

15 “Therefore they are before the
throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his
temple;
and he who sits on the throne will
shelter them with his presence.

1 They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.

17 For the Lamb in the midst of the
throne will be their shepherd, and he
will guide them to springs of living
water, and God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.”

1 John 3:1-3 (ESV)

See what kind of love the Father
has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are.
The reason why the world does not
know us is that it did not know him. 2
Beloved, we are God’s children now,
and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him, because
we shall see him as he is. ® And
everyone who thus hopes in him
purifies himself as he is pure.

Matthew 5:1-12 (ESV)
Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on
the mountain, and when he sat down,
his disciples came to him.

2 And he opened his mouth and
taught them, saying:

3 «Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

® “Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.

" “Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God.

% “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called sons of God.

10 «“Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when others
revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. 2 Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for
so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY

Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

Saints Are Blessed in the Eternal Presence of Christ

“A great multitude from all tribes and peoples and languages,” cry out “salvation
belongs to our God who sits on the throne” (Rev. 7:9-17). Faith-filled saints from
every place and time with unified voices eternally magnify the Lamb of God. As
His beloved children, we too, “shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:1-3). Joined with
the throng of angels and a myriad of saints, we shall “serve him day and night in his
temple” (Rev. 7:9-17). In our earthly tension vacillating between saint and sinner,
faith and doubt, sacred and profane, we earnestly seek Jesus to calm our fears,
comfort our spirits, and forgive our sins. The Holy Spirit, through faith in Christ
propels us forward, fortifying us in Word and Sacrament, to our eternal home. In
the midst of our constant struggle as believers, we need to be blessed. And so we
are. The poor in spirit, the meek, the hungry, the thirsty, the merciful, the pure, and
the persecuted are all blessed and we will most certainly inherit the kingdom of
heaven (Matt. 5:1-12).

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word:
November 14 Pentecost 25 (Proper 28):
Daniel 12:1-3, Hebrews 10:11-25, Mark 13:1-13




