WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE
THE BIBLE —We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God,
and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly
teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17).
GOD — We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed
Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and
Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour;
the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-
pleasing life.
MAN — We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image,
but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.)
SIN — “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of
sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and
deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason
of the guilt that attaches to sin.
REDEMPTION — We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed
mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus,
and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ.
(In 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25).
FAITH — We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of
Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps.
31:14).
THE CHURCH - We believe that the church, established by Christ is the
whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the
church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church
is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments
are administered according to Christ’s institution.
SACRAMENTS — We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and
when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the
command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts
22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the
bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Communicants believing this
word of promise receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST — We believe that Christ will return
visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world
(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th.
4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt.
25:32, 46).
RESURRECTION — We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will
rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified
by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24).




INTROIT Psalm 84:1, 9-12; Antiphon: Psalm 84:3

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LORD of hosts!
Behold our shield, O God;
look on the face of your anointed!
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.
O LORD of hosts,
blessed is the one who trusts in you!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into
His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

J[Amen]

GRADUAL Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Blesséd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS
After each petition: (P) Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.



Amos 5:18-24 (ESV)

18 Woe to you who desire the day of
the LORD! Why would you have
the day of the LORD? It is
darkness, and not light, ° as if a
man fled from a lion, and a bear met
him, or went into the house and
leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him. 2° Is not the
day of the LORD darkness, and not
light, and gloom with no brightness
in it? 2 "l hate, | despise your
feasts, and | take no delight in your
solemn assemblies. 22 Even though
you offer me your burnt offerings
and grain offerings, | will not
accept them; and the peace
offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them. 23 Take
away from me the noise of your
songs; to the melody of your harps
I will not listen. 24 But let justice
roll  down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV)
13 But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brothers, about those
who are asleep, that you may not
grieve as others do who have no
hope. * For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with
him those who have fallen asleep.
15 For this we declare to you by a
word from the Lord, that we who
are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will not
precede those who have fallen
asleep. 1 For the Lord himself will

descend from heaven with a cry of
command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of
the trumpet of God. And the dead
in Christ will rise first. ¥’ Then we
who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
and so we will always be with the
Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

Matthew 25:1-13 (ESV)

[Jesus said:] "Then the kingdom
of heaven will be like ten virgins
who took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of
them were foolish, and five were
wise. 2 For when the foolish took
their lamps, they took no oil with
them, “ but the wise took flasks of
oil with their lamps. ° As the
bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. © But at
midnight there was a cry, 'Here is
the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him." 7 Then all those virgins rose
and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the
foolish said to the wise, 'Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out’ ° But the wise
answered, saying, 'Since there will
not be enough for us and for you,
go rather to the dealers and buy for
yourselves.  1° And while they
were going to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready
went in with him to the marriage
feast, and the door was shut. 1!
Afterward the other virgins came
also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to



us." 2 But he answered, 'Truly, | Watch therefore, for you know
say to you, | do not know you.' ** neither the day nor the hour.

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Amos 5:18-24
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

The Gospel Prepares Us for Our Heavenly Bridegroom’s Coming

The Day of the Lord is “darkness, and not light”” (Amos 5:18, 20) for all who
trust in their own righteousness and piety. The Lord will not accept their
“burnt offerings and grain offerings,” nor will He look upon their “peace
offerings” (Amos 5:22). Instead, He desires a heart of faith that trusts in Him,
which lets “justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream” (Amos 5:24) in love for the neighbor. In order for the
“lamps” of our lives to burn brightly with such love, we must be filled with
the “oil” of forgiveness through faith in our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ (Matt.
25:1-4). Therefore, as we await His coming, wisdom directs us “to the
dealers” (Matt. 25:9), that is, to the ministers of His Gospel. Thus we wait
upon the Lord, and we “encourage one another with these words” (1 Thess.
4:18). Waking or sleeping, we are prepared to meet Him when He comes
“with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound
of the trumpet of God,” and “we will always be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16,
17).

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word:
November 19: Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Zephaniah 1:7-16; Psalm 90:1-12 (v.17);

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30




