
WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 

THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by 

God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, 

clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds 

of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word 

and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by 

reason of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy 

redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only 

Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work 

of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The 

church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the 

Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and 

wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(1Co. 11:24-25). 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ 

will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and 

glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 

 

 

 



The Sixth Sunday of Easter                                  May 9, 2021 
 

INTROIT            Psalm 66:1-2, 8-9, 20; Antiphon: Psalm 66:16 
 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

  sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 
Bless our God, O peoples; 

  let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the living 

  and has not let our feet slip. 
Blessed be God, 

  because he has not rejected my prayer 

  or removed his steadfast love from me! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 

   the giver of all that is good, 

 by Your holy inspiration 

 grant that we may think those things that are right 

  and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and forever.  

C  ♫[Amen]♫ 
 

GRADUAL          adapt. From Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
   

Christ has risen from the dead. 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor, 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
After each petition: 

 P Lord, in Your mercy,  

  C hear our prayer. 

 

 

 



Acts 10:34-48 (ESV) 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and 

said: “Truly I understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35 but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to 

him. 36 As for the word that he sent to 

Israel, preaching good news of peace 

through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of 

all), 37 you yourselves know what 

happened throughout all Judea, 

beginning from Galilee after the 

baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power. He 

went about doing good and healing all 

who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. 39 And we are 

witnesses of all that he did both in the 

country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the 

third day and made him to appear, 
41not to all the people but to us who 

had been chosen by God as witnesses, 

who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. 42 And he 

commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one 

appointed by God to be judge of the 

living and the dead. 43 To him all the 

prophets bear witness that everyone 

who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his 

name.”  
44 While Peter was still saying these 

things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 

heard the word. 45 And the believers 

from among the circumcised who had 

come with Peter were amazed, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit was 

poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For 

they were hearing them speaking in 

tongues and extolling God. Then 

Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone 

withhold water for baptizing these 

people, who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he 

commanded them to be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

asked him to remain for some days.   
 

1 John 5:1-8 (ESV) 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is 

the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the Father loves 

whoever has been born of him. 2 By 

this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God 

and obey his commandments. 3 For 

this is the love of God, that we keep 

his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome. 
4For everyone who has been born of 

God overcomes the world. And this is 

the victory that has overcome the 

world—our faith. 5 Who is it that 

overcomes the world except the one 

who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God?  
6 This is he who came by water and 

blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water 

only but by the water and the blood. 

And the Spirit is the one who testifies, 

because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For 

there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit 

and the water and the blood; and these 

three agree.   
 

John 15:9-17 (ESV) 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have 

I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If 

you keep my commandments, you 

will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. 11 These things I 

have spoken to you, that my joy may 

be in you, and that your joy may be 

full.  



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 10:34–48 

1 John 5:1–8 

John 15:9–17 

 

The Lord Jesus Is with His Church in the Apostolic Ministry of the 

Gospel 

 

The crucified and risen Lord Jesus is with His Church through the word of 

His Apostles, who “are witnesses of all that He did.” He was anointed by 

God “with the Holy Spirit and with power” and “He went about doing good 

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,” and so He was with those 

whom He sent “to preach to the people” (Acts 10:38–42). The Holy Spirit is 

bestowed on those who hear that apostolic preaching, who are “baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ,” so that “everyone who believes in Him receives 

forgiveness of sins through His name” (Acts 10:43–44, 48). For as He came 

by the water of His Baptism, even to the blood of His Passion, so the Spirit 

testifies to the truth with “the water and the blood” in the apostolic ministry 

of the Gospel (1 John 5:6–7). By these means, Christ Jesus speaks to us, that 

His joy may be in us and that our “joy may be full.” For this purpose He 

appointed the Apostles to “go and bear fruit,” in order to make known His 

divine friendship to us (John 15:11, 15–16). 

 

 

12 “This is my commandment, that 

you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13 Greater love has no one than 

this, that someone lay down his life 

for his friends. 14 You are my friends 

if you do what I command you. 15 No 

longer do I call you servants, for the 

servant does not know what his 

master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you. 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your 

fruit should abide, so that whatever 

you ask the Father in my name, he 

may give it to you. 17 These things I 

command you, so that you will love 

one another.   

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

May 16: The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:12-26; Psalm 1 (v.6); 1 John 5:9-15; John 17:11b-19 

 


