
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 

THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by 

God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, 

clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds 

of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word 

and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by 

reason of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy 

redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only 

Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work 

of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The 

church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the 

Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and 

wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(1Co. 11:24-25). 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ 

will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and 

glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 

 

 

 

 



The Fifth Sunday of Easter                                May 15, 2022 
 

INTROIT                             Psalm 98:2-6; Antiphon: Psalm 98:1 
 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 

 You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will, 

 Grant that we may love what You have commanded 

  and desire what You promise, 

 that among the many changes of this world 

  our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and forever.  

C  ♫[Amen]♫ 
 

GRADUAL       adapted from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
 

Christ has risen from the dead, 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor, 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
 

After each petition: 

  P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

  C hear our prayer. 



Acts 11:1-18 (ESV) 
Now the apostles and the brothers 

who were throughout Judea heard that 

the Gentiles also had received the 

word of God. 2 So when Peter went 

up to Jerusalem, the circumcision 

party criticized him, saying, 3 “You 

went to uncircumcised men and ate 

with them.” 4 But Peter began and 

explained it to them in order: 5 “I was 

in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 

trance I saw a vision, something like a 

great sheet descending, being let 

down from heaven by its four corners, 

and it came down to me. 6 Looking at 

it closely, I observed animals and 

beasts of prey and reptiles and birds 

of the air. 7 And I heard a voice 

saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and 

eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; 

for nothing common or unclean has 

ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the 

voice answered a second time from 

heaven, ‘What God has made clean, 

do not call common.’ 10 This 

happened three times, and all was 

drawn up again into heaven. 11 And 

behold, at that very moment three 

men arrived at the house in which we 

were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12 

And the Spirit told me to go with 

them, making no distinction. These 

six brothers also accompanied me, 

and we entered the man’s house. 13 

And he told us how he had seen the 

angel stand in his house and say, 

‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who 

is called Peter; 14 he will declare to 

you a message by which you will be 

saved, you and all your household.’ 15 

As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 

fell on them just as on us at the 

beginning. 16 And I remembered the 

word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John 

baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If 

then God gave the same gift to them 

as he gave to us when we believed in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that 

I could stand in God’s way?” 18 When 

they heard these things they fell 

silent. And they glorified God, 

saying, “Then to the Gentiles also 

God has granted repentance that leads 

to life.”  
 

Revelation 21:1-7 (ESV) 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea 

was no more. 2 And I saw the holy 

city, new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as 

a bride adorned for her husband. 3 

And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 

place of God is with man. He will 

dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with 

them as their God. 4 He will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes, and 

death shall be no more, neither shall 

there be mourning, nor crying, nor 

pain anymore, for the former things 

have passed away.”  
5 And he who was seated on the 

throne said, “Behold, I am making all 

things new.” Also he said, “Write this 

down, for these words are trustworthy 

and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the beginning and the end. To the 

thirsty I will give from the spring of 

the water of life without payment. 7 

The one who conquers will have this 

heritage, and I will be his God and he 

will be my son.  

 
 



 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

Acts 11:1–18 

Revelation 21:1–7 

John 16:12–22 or John 13:31–35 
 

Jesus Turns Sorrow into Joy 
 

On earth “you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy” (John 16:20). 

Already the Spirit grants you peace and joy through the forgiveness of your sins. For 

by the cross of Christ, “God has granted repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18). 

His Gospel is “a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household” 

(Acts 11:13–14). He gives freely “from the spring of the water of life” (Rev. 21:6), 

“and death shall be no more” (Rev. 21:4). He dwells with His people, adorning His 

Church as a bride for her husband, “making all things new” (Rev. 21:5). Therefore, as 

the Son of Man is glorified by His cross, “and God is glorified in Him” (John 13:31), 

so He is glorified in us by our “love for one another” (John 13:35), which His Spirit 

works in us by His grace. 

 

 

 

John 16:12-22 (ESV) 
12 [Jesus said] “I still have many 

things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of 

truth comes, he will guide you into all 

the truth, for he will not speak on his 

own authority, but whatever he hears 

he will speak, and he will declare to 

you the things that are to come. 14 He 

will glorify me, for he will take what 

is mine and declare it to you. 15 All 

that the Father has is mine; therefore I 

said that he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you.  
16 “A little while, and you will see me 

no longer; and again a little while, 

and you will see me.” 17 So some of 

his disciples said to one another, 

“What is this that he says to us, ‘A 

little while, and you will not see me, 

and again a little while, and you will 

see me’; and, ‘because I am going to 

the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, 

“What does he mean by ‘a little 

while’? We do not know what he is 

talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they 

wanted to ask him, so he said to them, 

“Is this what you are asking 

yourselves, what I meant by saying, 

‘A little while and you will not see 

me, and again a little while and you 

will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to 

you, you will weep and lament, but 

the world will rejoice. You will be 

sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn 

into joy. 21 When a woman is giving 

birth, she has sorrow because her hour 

has come, but when she has delivered 

the baby, she no longer remembers 

the anguish, for joy that a human 

being has been born into the world. 22 

So also you have sorrow now, but I 

will see you again, and your hearts 

will rejoice, and no one will take your 

joy from you.        

       

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

May 22: The Sixth Sunday of Easter (Series C): 

Acts 16:9-15, Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27, John 16:23-33 or John 5:1-9 

 

 

 


