
Numbers 21:4-9 (ESV) 
4 From Mount Hor they set out by the 

way to the Red Sea, to go around the 

land of Edom. And the people became 

impatient on the way. 5 And the 

people spoke against God and against 

Moses, “Why have you brought us up 

out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 

For there is no food and no water, and 

we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then 

the LORD sent fiery serpents among 

the people, and they bit the people, so 

that many people of Israel died. 7 And 

the people came to Moses and said, 

“We have sinned, for we have spoken 

against the LORD and against you. 

Pray to the LORD, that he take away 

the serpents from us.” So Moses 

prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD 

said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent 

and set it on a pole, and everyone who 

is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 
9So Moses made a bronze serpent and 

set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit 

anyone, he would look at the bronze 

serpent and live.  
 

Ephesians 2:1-10 (ESV) 
And you were dead in the trespasses 

and sins 2 in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, 

following the prince of the power of 

the air, the spirit that is now at work 

in the sons of disobedience— 3 among 

whom we all once lived in the 

passions of our flesh, carrying out the 

desires of the body and the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, like 

the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being 

rich in mercy, because of the great 

love with which he loved us, 5 even 

when we were dead in our trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ—

by grace you have been saved— 6 and 

raised us up with him and seated us 

with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming 

ages he might show the immeasurable 

riches of his grace in kindness toward 

us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you 

have been saved through faith. And 

this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so 

that no one may boast. 10 For we are 

his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them.  
 

John 3:14-21 (ESV) 
14 And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 

whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life.  
16 “For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 17 For God did not 

send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through 

him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not 

believe is condemned already, 

because he has not believed in the 

name of the only Son of God. 19 And 

this is the judgment: the light has 

come into the world, and people loved 

the darkness rather than the light 

because their works were evil. 20 For 

everyone who does wicked things 

hates the light and does not come to 

the light, lest his works should be 

exposed. 21 But whoever does what is 

true comes to the light, so that it may 

be clearly seen that his works have 

been carried out in God.”  

 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Numbers 21:4–9 

Ephesians 2:1–10 

John 3:14–21 

 

Jesus Is Lifted Up on the Cross, that We May Look to Him and Live 

 

The people sinned by speaking “against God and against Moses,” and the 

Lord called them to repentance by sending fiery serpents, which “bit the 

people, so that many people of Israel died” (Num. 21:4–6). When the people 

confessed their sin, the Lord provided a means of rescue from death. He 

instructed Moses to “make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole,” so that “if a 

serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live” (Num. 

21:8). Thus God sent His Son into the world, in the likeness of our sin and 

death, and lifted Him up on the pole of the cross, that whoever looks to Him 

in faith “may have eternal life” (John 3:14–16). By His cross, “the light has 

come into the world,” not for condemnation, but “that the world might be 

saved through Him” (John 3:17–19). While we “were dead in the trespasses 

and sins” in which we once lived (Eph. 2:1), God loved us, calling us to 

repentance and raising us up with Christ to live “with Him in the heavenly 

places” (Eph. 2:4–6). 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

March 21: The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 119:9-16 (v.10); Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:(32-34) 35-45 



WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 
THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by 

God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, 

clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds 

of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word 

and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by 

reason of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy 

redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only 

Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work 

of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The 

church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the 

Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and 

wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(1Co. 11:24-25). 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ 

will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and 

glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 

 

 

 

 



The Fourth Sunday in Lent                          March 14, 2021 
 

INTROIT                                 Psalm 27:3-5; Antiphon: Psalm 27:1 
 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 

 though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 

 to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will lift me high upon a rock.   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P Almighty God, 

 Your mercies are new every morning; 

 and though we deserve only punishment, 

  You receive us as Your children 

  and provide for all our needs of body and soul, 

 Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, 

  give thanks for all Your benefits, 

  and serve You in willing obedience; 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and forever.  

C  ♫[Amen]♫ 
 

GRADUAL                                  Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

VERSE                 John 3:14 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

 that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 

After each petition: P  Lord, in your mercy,  C    hear our prayer 


