WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE
THE BIBLE —We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God,
and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly
teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17).
GOD - We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed
Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and
Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour;
the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-
pleasing life.
MAN — We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image,
but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.)
SIN — “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of
sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and
deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason
of the guilt that attaches to sin.
REDEMPTION — We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed
mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus,
and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ.
(Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25).
FAITH — We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of
Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps.
31:14).
THE CHURCH — We believe that the church, established by Christ is the
whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the
church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church
is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments
are administered according to Christ’s institution.
SACRAMENTS — We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and
when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the
command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts
22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the
bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Believing communicants
receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST — We believe that Christ will return
visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world
(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th.
4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt.
25:32, 46).
RESURRECTION —We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will
rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified
by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24).




The Third Sunday in Lent March 12, 2023

INTROIT Psalm 84:1-4; Antiphon: Psalm 84:5
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LORD of hosts!
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P] O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

J[Amen]

GRADUAL Hebrew 12:2
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

VERSE
The hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS
After each petition:
(P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Exodus 17:1-7 (ESV)

All the congregation of the people of
Israel moved on from the wilderness of
Sin by stages, according to the
commandment of the LORD, and
camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. 2
Therefore the people quarreled with
Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why
do you quarrel with me? Why do you
test the LORD?” ® But the people
thirsted there for water, and the people
grumbled against Moses and said,
“Why did you bring us up out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children and
our livestock with thirst?” # So Moses
cried to the LORD, “What shall I do
with this people? They are almost
ready to stone me.” ° And the LORD
said to Moses, “Pass on before the
people, taking with you some of the
elders of Israel, and take in your hand
the staff with which you struck the
Nile, and go. © Behold, I will stand
before you there on the rock at Horeb,
and you shall strike the rock, and water
shall come out of it, and the people will
drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight
of the elders of Israel. ” And he called
the name of the place Massah and
Meribah, because of the quarreling of
the people of Israel, and because they
tested the LORD by saying, “Is the
LORD among us or not?”

Romans 5:1-8 (ESV)
Therefore, since we have been
justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2
Through him we have also obtained
access by faith into this grace in which
we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the
glory of God. ®More than that, we
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that

suffering produces endurance, 4 and
endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, °and hope
does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at
the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. " For one will scarcely die for
a righteous person—though perhaps
for a good person one would dare even
to die— 8 but God shows his love for
us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

John 4:5-26 (ESV)

° [Jesus] came to a town of Samaria
called Sychar, near the field that Jacob
had given to his son Joseph. %Jacob’s
well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he
was from his journey, was sitting
beside the well. It was about the sixth
hour.

" A woman from Samaria came to
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give
me a drink.” & (For his disciples had
gone away into the city to buy food.)
®The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a
drink from me, a woman of Samaria?”
(For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) 1° Jesus answered her, “If
you knew the gift of God, and who it
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a
drink,” you would have asked him, and
he would have given you living
water.” * The woman said to him,
“Sir, you have nothing to draw water
with, and the well is deep. Where do
you get that living water? ?Are you
greater than our father Jacob? He gave
us the well and drank from it himself,
as did his sons and his livestock.” 3
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who



drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, ** but whoever drinks of the
water that | will give him will never be
thirsty again. The water that | will give
him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.” ** The
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this
water, so that | will not be thirsty or
have to come here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your
husband, and come here.” ' The
woman answered him, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are
right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18
for you have had five husbands, and
the one you now have is not your
husband. What you have said is true.”
% The woman said to him, “Sir, I
perceive that you are a prophet. 2 Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain,

but you say that in Jerusalem is the
place where people ought to worship.”
2l Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming when neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will
you worship the Father. 22 You
worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation
is from the Jews. #But the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father is
seeking such people to worship him.
24God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.”
2The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming (he who is called
Christ). When he comes, he will tell us
all things.” %Jesus said to her, “I who
speak to you am he.

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Exodus 17:1-7
Romans 5:1-8
John 4:5-26 (27-30, 39-42)

We Worship the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Spirit and Truth of His Gospel

Though the Lord had brought them out of Egypt, “all the congregation of the people
of Israel” grumbled against Him, because “there was no water for the people to drink”
(Ex. 17:1). Despite their quarreling, the Lord graciously provided for them. He did
not strike the people for their sins, but by the hand of Moses He struck the Rock
instead and brought forth water for the people. In the same way living water flows
from the pierced side of Christ “about the sixth hour” (John 4:6, 19:14), when He is
lifted up on the Cross for the sins of the world. He is “the gift of God” (John 4:10),
the Well from which the Holy Spirit is poured out and becomes in His people “a
spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14). By this grace in which we
stand, being at peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, we “worship the Father
in spirit and truth” (John 4:23). “We rejoice in hope of the glory of God,” because
“God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been
given to us” (Rom. 5:2, 5).

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word:
March 19: Fourth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 42:14-21; Psalm 142 (v5); Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 or John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39




