WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE
THE BIBLE - We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by
God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God,
clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17).
GOD - We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed
Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and
Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour;
the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-
pleasing life.
MAN — We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image,
but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.)
SIN — “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds
of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word
and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by
reason of the guilt that attaches to sin.
REDEMPTION — We believe that God out of pure love and mercy
redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only
Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work
of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25).
FAITH — We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of
Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps.
31:14).
THE CHURCH — We believe that the church, established by Christ is the
whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the
church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The
church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the
Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.
SACRAMENTS — We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and
when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the
command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts
22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and
wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins
(1Co. 11:24-25).
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST — We believe that Christ will return
visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world
(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th.
4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt.
25:32, 46).
RESURRECTION — We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ
will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and
glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24).
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INTROIT Psalm 89:15-18; Antiphon: Psalm 89:1

I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness
to all generations.
Blessed are the people who know the festal shout,
who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face,
who exult in your name all the day
and in your righteousness are exalted.
For you are the glory of their strength;
by your favor our horn is exalted.
For our shield belongs to the LORD,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
with my mouth | will make known your faithfulness
to all generations.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Almighty God,
by the working of Your Holy Spirit,
grant that we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us
and follow its directing;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
J[Amen]

GRADUAL Romans 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen.

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS

After each petition:
@ Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer



Jeremiah 28:5-9 (ESV)

® Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke
to Hananiah the prophet in the
presence of the priests and all the
people who were standing in the
house of the LORD, © and the prophet
Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD
do so; may the LORD make the words
that you have prophesied come true,
and bring back to this place from
Babylon the vessels of the house of
the LORD, and all the exiles. 7 Yet
hear now this word that | speak in
your hearing and in the hearing of all
the people. 8 The prophets who
preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and
pestilence against many countries and
great kingdoms. ° As for the prophet
who prophesies peace, when the word
of that prophet comes to pass, then it
will be known that the LORD has truly
sent the prophet.”

Romans 7:1-13 ESV)

Or do you not know, brothers—for |
am speaking to those who know the
law—that the law is binding on a
person only as long as he lives? 2 For
a married woman is bound by law to
her husband while he lives, but if her
husband dies she is released from the
law of marriage. ® Accordingly, she
will be called an adulteress if she
lives with another man while her
husband is alive. But if her husband
dies, she is free from that law, and if
she marries another man she is not an
adulteress.

* Likewise, my brothers, you also
have died to the law through the body
of Christ, so that you may belong to
another, to him who has been raised
from the dead, in order that we may
bear fruit for God. ® For while we

were living in the flesh, our sinful
passions, aroused by the law, were at
work in our members to bear fruit for
death. ® But now we are released from
the law, having died to that which
held us captive, so that we serve in
the new way of the Spirit and not in
the old way of the written code.

" What then shall we say? That the
law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had
not been for the law, | would not have
known sin. For | would not have
known what it is to covet if the law
had not said, “You shall not covet.”
8But sin, seizing an opportunity
through the commandment, produced
in me all kinds of covetousness. For
apart from the law, sin lies dead. ° |
was once alive apart from the law, but
when the commandment came, sin
came alive and | died. ° The very
commandment that promised life
proved to be death to me. ! For sin,
seizing an opportunity through the
commandment, deceived me and
through it killed me. 1 So the law is
holy, and the commandment is holy
and righteous and good.

13 Did that which is good, then,
bring death to me? By no means! It
was sin, producing death in me
through what is good, in order that sin
might be shown to be sin, and through
the commandment might become
sinful beyond measure.

Matthew 10:34-42 (ESV)

3 “Do not think that I have come
to bring peace to the earth. | have not
come to bring peace, but a sword.
%For | have come to set a man against
his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against
her mother-in-law. ** And a person’s
enemies will be those of his own



household. 3" Whoever loves father or
mother more than me is not worthy of
me, and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy
of me. ¥ And whoever does not take
his cross and follow me is not worthy
of me. *° Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for
my sake will find it.

40 “Whoever receives you receives
me, and whoever receives me receives

him who sent me. * The one who
receives a prophet because he is a
prophet will receive a prophet’s
reward, and the one who receives a
righteous person because he is a
righteous person will receive a
righteous person’s reward. *? And
whoever gives one of these little ones
even a cup of cold water because he is
a disciple, truly, | say to you, he will
by no means lose his reward.”

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Jeremiah 28:5-9
Romans 7:1-13
Matthew 10:34—42

The Lord Jesus Brings Division on Earth for the Sake of Peace with God
in Heaven

False prophets preach what their hearers want to hear, promising peace even
when the Lord has spoken “war, famine, and pestilence” (Jer. 28:8). But if
“the Lord has truly sent the prophet,” he speaks what the Lord has spoken,
and “the word of that prophet comes to pass” (Jer. 28:9). The preaching of
God’s Law is hard, because it confronts sin, brings it to light and makes it
worse, “sinful beyond measure,” thereby “producing death” in the sinner
(Rom. 7:13). But through our Baptism into Christ, “we are released from
the law, having died to that which held us captive” (Rom. 7:6). Now we
belong “ro Him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may
bear fruit for God” (Rom. 7:4). Belonging to Him puts us at odds with the
world and divides us from all earthly ties, not only from our human family,
but each person from his own life. For Christ does not come “to bring
peace, but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). Yet, whoever takes up his cross to
follow Christ, and “loses his life” for Christ’s sake, finds new life in Him
(Matt. 10:38-39).

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word:
July 5: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm 145:1-14 (v.19); Romans 7:14-25a; Matthew 11:25-30




