WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE
THE BIBLE —We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God,
and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly
teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17).
GOD — We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed
Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and
Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour;
the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-
pleasing life.
MAN — We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image,
but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.)
SIN — “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of
sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and
deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason
of the guilt that attaches to sin.
REDEMPTION — We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed
mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus,
and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ.
(Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25).
FAITH — We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of
Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps.
31:14).
THE CHURCH — We believe that the church, established by Christ is the
whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the
church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church
is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments
are administered according to Christ’s institution.
SACRAMENTS — We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and
when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the
command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts
22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the
bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Believing communicants
receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST — We believe that Christ will return
visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world
(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th.
4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt.
25:32, 46).
RESURRECTION — We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will
rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified
by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24).




Second Sunday after Pentecost June 11, 2023

INTROIT Psalm 50:7-10; antiphon: v. 1

The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

Hear, O my people, and | will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you.
I am God, your God.

Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.

I will not accept a bull from your house
or goats from your folds.

For every beast of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek
and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear His
call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with Him forever in His
kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

J[Amen]J
GRADUAL Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.

On your wondrous works, | will meditate,
and I will declare your greatness.

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS
After each petition:

[P) Lord, in Your mercy
hear our prayer.



Hosea 5:15—6:6 (ESV)
151 will return again to my place, until
they acknowledge their guilt and seek
my face, and in their distress earnestly
seek me.

“Come, let us return to the Lord; for
he has torn us, that he may heal us; he
has struck us down, and he will bind us
up. 2After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up, that
we may live before him. 3Let us know;
let us press on to know the Lord; his
going out is sure as the dawn; he will
come to us as the showers, as the
spring rains that water the earth.”
*What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall | do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud, like
the dew that goes early away.
STherefore | have hewn them by the
prophets; | have slain them by the
words of my mouth, and my judgment
goes  forth as  the light.
®For | desire steadfast love and not
sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather
than burnt offerings.

Romans 4:13-25 (ESV)

13The promise to Abraham and
his offspring that he would be heir of
the world did not come through the law
but through the righteousness of faith.
¥For if it is the adherents of the law
who are to be the heirs, faith is null and
the promise is void. *For the law
brings wrath, but where there is no law
there is no transgression.

%¥That is why it depends on
faith, in order that the promise may
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all
his offspring—not only to the adherent
of the law but also to the one who
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all, 7as it is written, “I
have made you the father of many

nations”—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to
the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist. ®In hope he
believed against hope, that he should
become the father of many nations, as
he had been told, “So shall your
offspring be.” °He did not weaken in
faith when he considered his own
body, which was as good as dead
(since he was about a hundred years
old), or when he considered the
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No
distrust made him waver concerning
the promise of God, but he grew strong
in his faith as he gave glory to God,
24fully convinced that God was able to
do what he had promised. ?*That is
why his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” ZBut the words “it was
counted to him” were not written for
his sake alone, #*but for ours also. It
will be counted to us who believe in
him who raised from the dead Jesus
our Lord, ®who was delivered up for
our trespasses and raised for our
justification.

Matthew 9:9-13 (ESV)

As Jesus passed on from there,
he saw a man called Matthew
sitting at the tax booth, and he said
to him, “Follow me.” And he rose
and followed him.

And as Jesus reclined at table
in the house, behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came and
were reclining with Jesus and his
disciples. 1And when the Pharisees
saw this, they said to his disciples,
“Why does your teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” **But
when he heard it, he said, “Those



who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick.
13Go and learn what this means, ‘I
desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’
For | came not to call the righteous,
but sinners.”

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Proper5 A

Hosea 5:15-6:6
Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 9:9-13

Jesus Calls Sinners to Repentance and Newness of Life in Accordance
with His Mercy

In calling Matthew the tax collector to follow Him, Jesus demonstrates that
He has come “not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Matt. 9:9, 13). As a
good physician, He comes not to confirm them in their sins, but to heal them
with His grace, calling them to repentance, faith and newness of life (Matt.
9:12). He puts them to death by the preaching of His Law, in order to raise
them with His Gospel, to live before Him in the righteousness of His
resurrection (Hos. 6:1-2, 5). It is in this way that God “gives life to the dead,”
that is, through faith in Jesus, “who was delivered up for our trespasses and
raised for our justification” (Rom. 4:17, 24-25). Thus, sinners from all
nations are called to share the same faith as Abraham, the father of all who
trust in Jesus (Rom. 4:16-18). And as our Lord in mercy thus welcomes us
poor sinners to recline at the table in His house, so does He “desire steadfast
love and not sacrifice” (Matt. 9:10, 13; Hos. 6:6), that we should have mercy
on our neighbors and forgive their sins against us for Jesus’ sake.

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word:
June 18: Third Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 6 A)
Exodus 19:2-8; Psalm 100 (antiphon v. 5);
Romans 5:6-15; Matthew 9:35—10:8 (9-20)




