
WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 
THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by 

God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, 

clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds 

of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word 

and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by 

reason of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy 

redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only 

Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work 

of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The 

church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the 

Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and 

wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(1Co. 11:24-25). 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ 

will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and 

glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 
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INTROIT                   Psalm 132:13-16; Antiphon: Psalm 34:8 
 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him!  

For the LORD has chosen Zion; 

 he has desired it for his dwelling place: 

"This is my resting place forever; 

 here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 

I will abundantly bless her provisions; 

 I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

Her priests I will clothe with salvation, 

 and her saints will shout for joy. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, 

    Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy. 

  Grant us the fullness of Your grace 

    that we may be called to repentance 

    and made partakers of Your heavenly treasures; 

  through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

    one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen 
 

GRADUAL                                                           Romans 11: 33, 36 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

  How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

To him be glory forever. Amen. 

 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
After each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

  C hear our prayer. 

 



Ezekiel 2:1-5 (ESV) 
And he said to me, “Son of man, 

stand on your feet, and I will speak 

with you.” 2 And as he spoke to me, 

the Spirit entered into me and set me 

on my feet, and I heard him speaking 

to me. 3 And he said to me, “Son of 

man, I send you to the people of 

Israel, to nations of rebels, who have 

rebelled against me. They and their 

fathers have transgressed against me 

to this very day. 4 The descendants 

also are impudent and stubborn: I 

send you to them, and you shall say to 

them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ 5 

And whether they hear or refuse to 

hear (for they are a rebellious house) 

they will know that a prophet has 

been among them.  
 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (ESV) 
I must go on boasting. Though there 

is nothing to be gained by it, I will go 

on to visions and revelations of the 

Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who 

fourteen years ago was caught up to 

the third heaven—whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not 

know, God knows. 3 And I know that 

this man was caught up into 

paradise—whether in the body or out 

of the body I do not know, God 

knows— 4 and he heard things that 

cannot be told, which man may not 

utter. 5 On behalf of this man I will 

boast, but on my own behalf I will not 

boast, except of my weaknesses— 6 

though if I should wish to boast, I 

would not be a fool, for I would be 

speaking the truth; but I refrain from 

it, so that no one may think more of 

me than he sees in me or hears from 

me. 7 So to keep me from becoming 

conceited because of the surpassing 

greatness of the revelations, a thorn 

was given me in the flesh, a 

messenger of Satan to harass me, to 

keep me from becoming conceited. 8 

Three times I pleaded with the Lord 

about this, that it should leave me. 9 

But he said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” Therefore 

I will boast all the more gladly of my 

weaknesses, so that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the 

sake of Christ, then, I am content with 

weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong.  
  

Mark 6:1-13 (ESV) 
[Jesus] went away from there and 

came to his hometown, and his 

disciples followed him. 2 And on the 

Sabbath he began to teach in the 

synagogue, and many who heard him 

were astonished, saying, “Where did 

this man get these things? What is the 

wisdom given to him? How are such 

mighty works done by his hands? 3 Is 

not this the carpenter, the son of Mary 

and brother of James and Joses and 

Judas and Simon? And are not his 

sisters here with us?” And they took 

offense at him. 4 And Jesus said to 

them, “A prophet is not without 

honor, except in his hometown and 

among his relatives and in his own 

household.” 5 And he could do no 

mighty work there, except that he laid 

his hands on a few sick people and 

healed them. 6 And he marveled 

because of their unbelief.  

And he went about among the 

villages teaching.  
7 And he called the twelve and 

began to send them out two by two, 

and gave them authority over the 

unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to 



THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (Proper 9 B) 

Ezekiel 2:1–5 
2 Corinthians 12:1–10 

Mark 6:1–13 

 

The Ministers of Christ Are Sent with His Authority to Forgive Sins and 

Give Life 
 

The Prophet Ezekiel was raised up by the Spirit of the Lord and sent to 

speak an unpopular Word to the rebellious house of Israel. As a prophet, he 

was not to speak his own word, but to preach the Law and the Gospel: 

“Thus says the Lord God,” whether the people “hear or refuse to hear” 

(Ezek. 2:4–5). So, too, in the footsteps of the Prophets before Him, the Lord 

Jesus “went about among the villages teaching” (Mark 6:6). In His 

hometown, as elsewhere, “many who heard Him were astonished,” 

marveling at His wisdom and at the “mighty works done by His hands,” and 

yet, “they took offense at Him” (Mark 6:2–3). The offense culminates in His 

Cross, which is, ironically, the heart and center of His “authority over the 

unclean spirit” (Mark 6:7). It is by that authority of His Cross that those He 

sends preach repentance, “cast out many demons,” and heal the sick (Mark 

6:12–13). Thus, the Apostle Paul boasts in the Cross of Christ and in his 

own weaknesses, knowing that God’s grace is sufficient, and that the power 

of Christ “is made perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:8–9). 

 

take nothing for their journey except a 

staff—no bread, no bag, no money in 

their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and 

not put on two tunics. 10 And he said 

to them, “Whenever you enter a 

house, stay there until you depart 

from there. 11 And if any place will 

not receive you and they will not 

listen to you, when you leave, shake 

off the dust that is on your feet as a 

testimony against them.” 12 So they 

went out and proclaimed that people 

should repent. 13 And they cast out 

many demons and anointed with oil 

many who were sick and healed them.

  

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

July 11 (Proper 10): Pentecost 7 (Series B): 

Amos 7:7-15, Psalm 85: 1-13, Ephesians 1:3-14, Mark 6:14-29 

 

 

 


