
WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 

THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by 

God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, 

clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds 

of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word 

and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by 

reason of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy 

redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only 

Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work 

of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The 

church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the 

Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and 

wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(1Co. 11:24-25). 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ 

will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and 

glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 

 

 

 

 



Ninth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 12B)    July 25, 2021 
 

INTROIT               Psalm 145:1-3, 6-7; Antiphon: Psalm 145:5 
 

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

I will extol you, my God and King, 

 and bless your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you 

 and praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

 and his greatness is unsearchable. 

They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 

 and I will declare your greatness. 

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 

 and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty and most merciful God, 

  the protector of all who trust in You, 

  strengthen our faith and give us courage to believe 

   that in Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; 

  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

    one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen 

GRADUAL                                                           Romans 11: 33, 36 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

  How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
After each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,    

C hear our prayer. 

 

  



Genesis 9:8-17 (ESV) 
8 Then God said to Noah and to his 

sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish 

my covenant with you and your 

offspring after you, 10 and with every 

living creature that is with you, the 

birds, the livestock, and every beast 

of the earth with you, as many as 

came out of the ark; it is for every 

beast of the earth. 11 I establish my 

covenant with you, that never again 

shall all flesh be cut off by the waters 

of the flood, and never again shall 

there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12 And God said, “This is the sign of 

the covenant that I make between me 

and you and every living creature that 

is with you, for all future generations: 
13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and 

it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. 14 When I 

bring clouds over the earth and the 

bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will 

remember my covenant that is 

between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh. And the waters 

shall never again become a flood to 

destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is 

in the clouds, I will see it and 

remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the 

earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is 

the sign of the covenant that I have 

established between me and all flesh 

that is on the earth.”  
 

Ephesians 3:14-21 (ESV) 
14 For this reason I bow my knees 

before the Father, 15 from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth is 

named, 16 that according to the riches 

of his glory he may grant you to be 

strengthened with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith—that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 18 may have 

strength to comprehend with all the 

saints what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, 19 and to know 

the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, that you may be filled 

with all the fullness of God.  
20 Now to him who is able to do far 

more abundantly than all that we ask 

or think, according to the power at 

work within us, 21 to him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever 

and ever. Amen.  
  

Mark 6:45-56 (ESV) 
45 Immediately [Jesus] made his 

disciples get into the boat and go 

before him to the other side, to 

Bethsaida, while he dismissed the 

crowd. 46 And after he had taken leave 

of them, he went up on the mountain 

to pray. 47 And when evening came, 

the boat was out on the sea, and he 

was alone on the land. 48 And he saw 

that they were making headway 

painfully, for the wind was against 

them. And about the fourth watch of 

the night he came to them, walking on 

the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49 

but when they saw him walking on 

the sea they thought it was a ghost, 

and cried out, 50 for they all saw him 

and were terrified. But immediately 

he spoke to them and said, “Take 

heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51 And 

he got into the boat with them, and 

the wind ceased. And they were 

utterly astounded, 52 for they did not 

understand about the loaves, but their 

hearts were hardened.  
53 When they had crossed over, 

they came to land at Gennesaret and 
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Genesis 9:8–17 

Ephesians 3:14–21 

Mark 6:45–56 
 

Creation Is Redeemed and Sanctified by the Word of Christ Jesus 
 

Having spared faithful Noah and his family from the flood, the Lord 

established His covenant with them, “and with every living creature,” that 

never again would there be “a flood to destroy the earth” (Gen. 9:9–11). He 

signed and sealed this everlasting covenant with His rainbow in the clouds, 

by which He sees and remembers His promise that “the waters shall never 

again become a flood to destroy all flesh” (Gen. 9:13–16). Although 

creation suffers under the curse of sin, the Lord preserves and orders 

creation for the benefit of His Church. In particular, all of creation is 

redeemed and sanctified by the incarnate Son of God. “Take heart,” and “do 

not be afraid,” for He is with you on the sea. He is not a ghost, but He has 

come in the flesh to save you. He has gotten “into the boat” with you, and 

the wind that was against you has ceased (Mark 6:45–51). For He is the 

Word and promise of the Father, and His own flesh and blood are the 

Covenant by which you are “strengthened with power through His Spirit in 

your inner being” (Eph. 3:16–17). 

 

 

moored to the shore. 54 And when 

they got out of the boat, the people 

immediately recognized him 55 and 

ran about the whole region and began 

to bring the sick people on their beds 

to wherever they heard he was. 56 And 

wherever he came, in villages, cities, 

or countryside, they laid the sick in 

the marketplaces and implored him 

that they might touch even the fringe 

of his garment. And as many as 

touched it were made well.  

 

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

August 2 (Proper 13): Pentecost 10 (Series B): 

Exodus 16:2-15, Psalm 145:10-21, Ephesians 4:1-6, John 6:22-35 

 

 

 


