
 

 

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 

THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God, 

and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly 

teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of 

sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and 

deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason 

of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed 

mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus, 

and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ. 

(Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church 

is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments 

are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the 

bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Believing communicants 

receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).  

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will 

rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified 

by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 

 

 

 

 



Third Sunday after Epiphany                  January 22, 2023 
 

INTROIT                      Psalm 22:27-31; Antiphon: Psalm 22:22 
 

I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, 

 and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. 

For kingship belongs to the LORD, 

 and he rules over the nations. 

All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 

 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

 even the one who could not keep himself alive. 

Posterity shall serve him; 

 it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 

they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, 

 that he has done it. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, 

 mercifully look upon our infirmities 

  and stretch forth the  hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and forever.  

C  Amen 
 

GRADUAL                                     Psalm 117:1-2a; Psalm 96:8 
Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples!  

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.  

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
After each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  C hear our prayer. 

 



Isaiah 9:1-4 (ESV) 
But there will be no gloom for her who 

was in anguish. In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of 

Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 

in the latter time he has made glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the 

Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  

     2  The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light;  

          those who dwelt in a land of 

deep darkness,  on them has light 

shined.  

     3  You have multiplied the nation;  

you have increased its joy;  

         they rejoice before you  

as with joy at the harvest,  

as they are glad when they divide the 

spoil.  

     4  For the yoke of his burden,  

and the staff for his shoulder,  

the rod of his oppressor,  

you have broken as on the day of 

Midian.  
 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (ESV) 
10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 

of you agree, and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same 

judgment. 11 For it has been reported to 

me by Chloe’s people that there is 

quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 

What I mean is that each one of you 

says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow 

Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I 

follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 

you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I 

thank God that I baptized none of you 

except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no 

one may say that you were baptized in 

my name. 16 (I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas. Beyond that, 

I do not know whether I baptized 

anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send 

me to baptize but to preach the gospel, 

and not with words of eloquent 

wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power.  
18 For the word of the cross is folly 

to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of 

God.  
 

Matthew 4:12-25 ESV) 
12 Now when [Jesus] heard that John 

had been arrested, he withdrew into 

Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth he 

went and lived in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 

Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken by 

the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  

     15     “The land of Zebulun and 

the land of Naphtali,  

the way of the sea, beyond the 

Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—  

     16     the people dwelling in 

darkness  

have seen a great light,  

          and for those dwelling in the 

region and shadow of death,  

on them a light has dawned.”  
17 From that time Jesus began to 

preach, saying, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
18 While walking by the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 

(who is called Peter) and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the sea, for 

they were fishermen. 19 And he said to 

them, “Follow me, and I will make you 

fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they 

left their nets and followed him. 21 And 

going on from there he saw two other 

brothers, James the son of Zebedee and 

John his brother, in the boat with 

Zebedee their father, mending their 

nets, and he called them. 22 



Immediately they left the boat and 

their father and followed him.  
23 And he went throughout all 

Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 

and proclaiming the gospel of the 

kingdom and healing every disease 

and every affliction among the people. 
24 So his fame spread throughout all 

Syria, and they brought him all the 

sick, those afflicted with various 

diseases and pains, those oppressed by 

demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and 

he healed them. 25 And great crowds 

followed him from Galilee and the 

Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and 

Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.  

 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

Isaiah 9:1–4 

1 Corinthians 1:10–18 

Matthew 4:12–25 

 

The Lord Manifests His Glory through His Office of the Holy Ministry 

 

By His coming in the flesh and by His preaching and miracles, the Lord Jesus 

shines the light of His Gospel upon “the people who walked in darkness” and 

“who dwelt in a land of deep darkness” (Is. 9:2). He has also “multiplied the 

nation” and “increased its joy” (Is. 9:3) by calling disciples to Himself from 

the ends of the earth. For this purpose, He calls Peter and Andrew, with James 

and John, to follow Him and be “fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19).  As Jesus did, 

they also go forth “proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 

disease and every affliction among the people” (Matt. 4:23). They preach the 

foolishness of the Cross of Christ as the very power and wisdom of God. This 

word and preaching of the Cross divides “those who are perishing” from “us 

who are being saved” (1 Cor. 1:18), but it unites the Church, the one Body of 

Christ, “in the same mind and the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). 

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

January 29: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Samuel 1:21-28; Psalm 84 (v.4); Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-32 (33-40) 
 


