WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE
THE BIBLE —We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God,
and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly
teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17).
GOD - We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed
Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and
Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour;
the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-
pleasing life.
MAN — We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image,
but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.)
SIN — “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of
sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and
deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason
of the guilt that attaches to sin.
REDEMPTION — We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed
mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus,
and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ.
(IJn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25).
FAITH — We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of
Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps.
31:14).
THE CHURCH - We believe that the church, established by Christ is the
whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the
church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church
is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments
are administered according to Christ’s institution.
SACRAMENTS — We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and
when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the
command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts
22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the
bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Communicants believing this
word of promise receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST — We believe that Christ will return
visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world
(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th.
4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt.
25:32, 46).
RESURRECTION —We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will
rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified
by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24).




Third Sunday after Epiphany January 21, 2024
INTROIT Psalm 113:1-2, 4, 7-8; Antiphon: Psalm 113:3

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the LORD is to be praised!
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,

praise the name of the LORD!
Blessed be the name of the LORD

from this time forth and forevermore!
The LORD is high above all nations,

and his glory above the heavens!
He raises the poor from the dust

and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes,

with the princes of his people.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the LORD is to be praised!

COLLECT OF THE DAY

®) Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and
stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

GRADUAL Psalm 117:1-2a; Psalm 96:8
Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS

After each petition:
(P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Jonah 3:1-5, 10 (ESV)
Then the word of the LORD came to
Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and call
out against it the message that | tell
you.” ¥ So Jonah arose and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the
LorD. Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly great city, three days’
journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go
into the city, going a day’s journey.
And he called out, “Yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” °> And
the people of Nineveh believed God.
They called for a fast and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to
the least of them.

10 ' When God saw what they did,
how they turned from their evil way,
God relented of the disaster that he had
said he would do to them, and he did
not do it.

1 Corinthians 7:29-35 (ESV)

2 This is what | mean, brothers: the
appointed time has grown very short.
From now on, let those who have
wives live as though they had none,
%9and those who mourn as though they
were not mourning, and those who
rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though
they had no goods, 3 and those who
deal with the world as though they had
no dealings with it. For the present
form of this world is passing away.

% 1 want you to be free from
anxieties. The unmarried man is
anxious about the things of the Lord,
how to please the Lord. * But the
married man is anxious about worldly
things, how to please his wife, * and
his interests are divided. And the
unmarried or betrothed woman is

anxious about the things of the Lord,
how to be holy in body and spirit. But
the married woman is anxious about
worldly things, how to please her
husband. * I say this for your own
benefit, not to lay any restraint upon
you, but to promote good order and to
secure your undivided devotion to the
Lord.

Mark 1:14-20 (ESV)

14 Now after John was arrested,
Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming
the gospel of God, *° and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospel.”

16 passing alongside the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the
brother of Simon casting a net into the
sea, for they were fishermen. " And
Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I
will make you become fishers of men.”
8 And immediately they left their nets
and followed him. ** And going on a
little farther, he saw James the son of
Zebedee and John his brother, who
were in their boat mending the nets. %
And immediately he called them, and
they left their father Zebedee in the
boat with the hired servants and
followed him.



THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 (32-35)
Mark 1:14-20

The Lord Calls Us to Himself
by the Preaching of Repentance in His Name

When “the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time,” sending
him to preach judgment against the great city of Nineveh, “Jonah arose
and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord” (Jonah 3:3).
By this preaching, the people were brought to repentance. Because they
“believed God,” as He spoke to them through His prophet, “they turned
from their evil way” and were spared “the disaster that He had said He
would do to them” (Jonah 3:5, 10). St. Paul also warns that “the
appointed time has grown very short” (1 Cor. 7:29). Therefore, while
we live in this world and deal with it, we are not to cling to it, nor put
our trust in it, for “the present form of this world is passing away” (1
Cor. 7:31). Rather, give “your undivided devotion to the Lord” (1 Cor.
7:35). When our Lord Jesus Christ comes and is proclaimed in the
Gospel, “the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark
1:14-15). Therefore, He still calls men and sends them to become
“fishers of men” with the net of that Gospel (Mark 1:17).

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word:
January 28: 4" Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111 (v.3);
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28




