WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE
THE BIBLE — We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by
God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God,
clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17).
GOD - We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed
Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and
Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour;
the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-
pleasing life.
MAN — We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image,
but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.)
SIN — “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds
of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word
and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by
reason of the guilt that attaches to sin.
REDEMPTION — We believe that God out of pure love and mercy
redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only
Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work
of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25).
FAITH — We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of
Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps.
31:14).
THE CHURCH - We believe that the church, established by Christ is the
whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the
church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The
church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the
Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.
SACRAMENTS — We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and
when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the
command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts
22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and
wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins
(1Co. 11:24-25).
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST — We believe that Christ will return
visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world
(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th.
4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt.
25:32, 46).
RESURRECTION — We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ
will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and
glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24).




Fifth Sunday after Epiphany February 6, 2022
INTROIT Psalm 71:15-18; Antiphon: Psalm 71:12

O God, be not far from me;

O my God, make haste to help me!

My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the day,
for their number is past my knowledge.

With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD | will come;

I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.

O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and | still proclaim your wondrous deeds.

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me,
until I proclaim your might to another generation,
your power to all those to come.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

O God, be not far from me;

O my God, make haste to help me!

COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P] O Lord,
keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith
that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace,
we may ever be defended by Your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
J[Amen]J

GRADUAL Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8

Praise the LORD, all nations!

Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;

bring an offering, and come into his courts!

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS

After each petition:
(P) Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.



Isaiah 6:1-13 (ESV)

In the year that King Uzziah died |
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up; and the train of his
robe filled the temple. 2 Above him
stood the seraphim. Each had six
wings: with two he covered his face,
and with two he covered his feet, and
with two he flew. *And one called to
another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of

hosts;

the whole earth is full of his

glory!”
* And the foundations of the
thresholds shook at the voice of him
who called, and the house was filled
with smoke. ° And I said: “Woe is
me! For | am lost; for | am a man of
unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst
of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of
hosts!”
® Then one of the seraphim flew to
me, having in his hand a burning coal
that he had taken with tongs from the
altar. ” And he touched my mouth and
said: “Behold, this has touched your
lips; your guilt is taken away, and
your sin atoned for.”
8 And | heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who
will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am
I! Send me.”
® And he said, “Go, and say to this
people:

“‘Keep on hearing, but do not

understand;

keep on

perceive.’
10 Make the heart of this people

dull,

seeing, but do not

and their ears heavy,
and blind their eyes;

lest they see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears,
and understand with their
hearts,
and turn and be healed.”
1 Then I said, “How long, O
Lord?”
And he said:
“Until cities lie waste without
inhabitant,
and houses without people,
and the land is a desolate waste,
12 and the LORD removes people
far away,
and the forsaken places are many in
the midst of the land.
13 And though a tenth remain in it,
it will be burned again,
like a terebinth or an oak,
whose stump remains
when it is felled.”
The holy seed is its stump.

1 Corinthians 14:12b-20 (ESV)

126 Since you are eager for
manifestations of the Spirit, strive to
excel in building up the church.

13 Therefore, one who speaks in a
tongue should pray for the power to
interpret. ** For if | pray in a tongue,
my spirit prays but my mind is
unfruitful. ®What am | to do? I will
pray with my spirit, but | will pray
with my mind also; | will sing praise
with my spirit, but | will sing with my
mind also. ® Otherwise, if you give
thanks with your spirit, how can
anyone in the position of an outsider
say “Amen” to your thanksgiving
when he does not know what you are
saying? For you may be giving
thanks well enough, but the other
person is not being built up. 8 I thank
God that | speak in tongues more than
all of you. *° Nevertheless, in church |



would rather speak five words with
my mind in order to instruct others,
than ten thousand words in a tongue.

20 Brothers, do not be children in
your thinking. Be infants in evil, but
in your thinking be mature.

Luke 5:1-11 (ESV)
On one occasion, while the crowd
was pressing in on him to hear the
word of God, he was standing by the
lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two
boats by the lake, but the fishermen
had gone out of them and were
washing their nets. 3Getting into one
of the boats, which was Simon’s, he
asked him to put out a little from the
land. And he sat down and taught the
people from the boat. * And when he
had finished speaking, he said to
Simon, “Put out into the deep and let
down your nets for a catch.” > And
Simon answered, ‘“Master, we toiled

all night and took nothing! But at
your word I will let down the nets.”
And when they had done this, they
enclosed a large number of fish, and
their nets were breaking. ‘They
signaled to their partners in the other
boat to come and help them. And they
came and filled both the boats, so that
they began to sink. ® But when Simon
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I
am a sinful man, O Lord.” °® For he
and all who were with him were
astonished at the catch of fish that
they had taken, 1° and so also were
James and John, sons of Zebedee,
who were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be
afraid; from now on you will be
catching men.” * And when they had
brought their boats to land, they left
everything and followed him.

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13)
1 Corinthians 14:12b—20
Luke 5:1-11

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Jesus Manifests His Divine Glory by Forgiving Sins

When lIsaiah beheld the glory of the Holy Triune God in the Temple, he confessed
that he was lost because he was sinful and unclean. If even the holy angels cover
their faces in the presence of “the King, the Lord of hosts, ” then how could Isaiah
stand before Him? (Is. 6:1-5). The glory of the Lord, however, was manifested
precisely in His forgiving of Isaiah’s sins. He touched Isaiah’s mouth with a
burning coal from the altar of incense, and sanctified his lips for the proclamation
of His Word (Is. 6:6-9). Similarly, when Simon Peter witnessed the glory of God in
the miraculous catch of fish, he was brought to his knees and confessed, “l am a
sinful man” (Luke 5:8). Yet, the Lord Jesus did not depart from him, but calmed his
fear and raised him up with His gracious forgiveness (Luke 5:10). With this same
forgiveness and love, Christ gathers people from every nations into His Church and
pours out His Spirit upon them. The gifts of that same Spirit are manifested in the
speaking and hearing of the Gospel for the building up of the Church (1 Cor.
14:12).

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word:
February 13: Sixth Sunday after Epiphany (Series C):
Jeremiah 17:5-8; 1 Corinthians 15:(1-11) 12-20; Luke 6:17-26




