
WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 

THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God, 

and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly 

teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of 

sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and 

deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason 

of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed 

mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus, 

and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ. 

(Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church 

is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments 

are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the 

bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Believing communicants 

receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).  

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will 

rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified 

by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 



The Transfiguration of Our Lord          February 19, 2023 
 

INTROIT                    Psalm 99:1-5; Antiphon: Psalm 99:9 
 

Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; 

 for the LORD our God is holy! 

The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! 

 He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 

The LORD is great in Zion; 

 he is exalted over all the peoples. 

Let them praise your great and awesome name! 

 Holy is he! 

The King in his might loves justice. 

 You have established equity; 

 you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool! 

 Holy is he! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; 

 for the LORD our God is holy! 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P O God,  in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. 

In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully 

foreshadowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with 

the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen 
 

GRADUAL                                     Psalm 117:1-2a; Psalm 96:8 
Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples!  

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.  

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

 
RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 

After each petition:  

 P  Lord, in Your mercy,  C hear our prayer. 



Exodus 24:8-18 (ESV) 
8 And Moses took the blood and 

threw it on the people and said, 

“Behold the blood of the covenant that 

the LORD has made with you in 

accordance with all these words.”  
9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, 

and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 

Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God 

of Israel. There was under his feet as it 

were a pavement of sapphire stone, 

like the very heaven for clearness. 11 

And he did not lay his hand on the 

chief men of the people of Israel; they 

beheld God, and ate and drank.  
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come 

up to me on the mountain and wait 

there, that I may give you the tablets of 

stone, with the law and the 

commandment, which I have written 

for their instruction.” 13 So Moses rose 

with his assistant Joshua, and Moses 

went up into the mountain of God. 14 

And he said to the elders, “Wait here 

for us until we return to you. And 

behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. 

Whoever has a dispute, let him go to 

them.”  
15 Then Moses went up on the 

mountain, and the cloud covered the 

mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD 

dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 

covered it six days. And on the seventh 

day he called to Moses out of the midst 

of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of 

the glory of the LORD was like a 

devouring fire on the top of the 

mountain in the sight of the people of 

Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and 

went up on the mountain. And Moses 

was on the mountain forty days and 

forty nights. 
 

 

 

2 Peter 1:16-21 (ESV) 
16 For we did not follow cleverly 

devised myths when we made known 

to you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For 

when he received honor and glory 

from God the Father, and the voice 

was borne to him by the Majestic 

Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased,” 18 we 

ourselves heard this very voice borne 

from heaven, for we were with him on 

the holy mountain. 19 And we have 

something more sure, the prophetic 

word, to which you will do well to pay 

attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts, 20 

knowing this first of all, that no 

prophecy of Scripture comes from 

someone’s own interpretation. 21 For 

no prophecy was ever produced by the 

will of man, but men spoke from God 

as they were carried along by the Holy 

Spirit.  
 

Matthew 17:1-9 (ESV) 
And after six days Jesus took with him 

Peter and James, and John his brother, 

and led them up a high mountain by 

themselves. 2 And he was transfigured 

before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his clothes became white 

as light. 3 And behold, there appeared 

to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 

him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, 

it is good that we are here. If you wish, 

I will make three tents here, one for 

you and one for Moses and one for 

Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, 

behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 

them, and a voice from the cloud said, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 



When the disciples heard this, they fell 

on their faces and were terrified. 7 But 

Jesus came and touched them, saying, 

“Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when 

they lifted up their eyes, they saw no 

one but Jesus only.  
9 And as they were coming down 

the mountain, Jesus commanded them, 

“Tell no one the vision, until the Son 

of Man is raised from the dead. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
 

Exodus 24:8–18 

2 Peter 1:16–21 

Matthew 17:1–9 
 

God Manifests His Glory in the Body of Christ Jesus, Transfigured for Us 

by His Cross 
 

The Transfiguration confirms “the prophetic word, to which you will do well 

to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place” (2 Pet. 1:19). The divine 

glory of Jesus is manifested in the word of His apostles, who were 

“eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Pet. 1:16). “He was transfigured before 

them, and His face shone like the sun” (Matt. 17:2). Moses and Elijah 

witnessed the fulfillment of the Old Testament in this Lord Jesus, and the 

Father testified concerning Him: “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased” (Matt. 17:5). By His own blood, shed on the cross, Jesus makes 

and seals the new covenant with us. Hence, “the appearance of the glory of 

the Lord” is no longer “like a devouring fire” (Ex. 24:17), but is graciously 

revealed in His own body. As “Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the 

elders of Israel” went up the mountain with Moses and “beheld God, and ate 

and drank” (Ex. 24:9, 11), we also behold the Lord our God in Christ Jesus, 

and we abide with Him as we eat and drink His body and blood at the altar. 

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

February 26: First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 3:1-21; Psalm 32:1-7 (32:7a); Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

 


