
  

WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 
THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God, 

and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly 

teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of 

sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and 

deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason 

of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed 

mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus, 

and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ. 

(Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church 

is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments 

are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the 

bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Communicants believing this 

word of promise receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).  

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will 

rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified 

by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 

 

 

 

 



The First Sunday in Lent         February 18, 2024 
 

INTROIT                           Psalm 91:9-13; Antiphon: Psalm 91:15-16 
 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

 I will rescue him and honor him. 

With long life I will satisfy him 

 and show him my salvation. 

Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place –  

 the Most High, who is my refuge –  

no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

 no plague come near your tent. 

For he will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you in all your ways. 

On their hands they will bear you up, 

 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

 the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

 I will rescue him and honor him. 

With long life I will satisfy him 

 and show him my salvation. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that 

following our Saviour we may walk through the wilderness of this world 

toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C  ♫[Amen]♫ 
 

GRADUAL                                                                       Hebrew 12:2  

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
After each petition: 

P  Lord, in Your mercy,   C   hear our prayer. 



Genesis 22:1-18 (ESV) 
After these things God tested Abraham 

and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 

said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take 

your son, your only son Isaac, whom 

you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 

and offer him there as a burnt offering 

on one of the mountains of which I 

shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early 

in the morning, saddled his donkey, 

and took two of his young men with 

him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the 

wood for the burnt offering and arose 

and went to the place of which God 

had told him. 4 On the third day 

Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the 

place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said 

to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey; I and the boy will go over 

there and worship and come again to 

you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of 

the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac 

his son. And he took in his hand the 

fire and the knife. So they went both of 

them together. 7 And Isaac said to his 

father Abraham, “My father!” And he 

said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, 

“Behold, the fire and the wood, but 

where is the lamb for a burnt 

offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will 

provide for himself the lamb for a 

burnt offering, my son.” So they went 

both of them together.  
9 When they came to the place of 

which God had told him, Abraham 

built the altar there and laid the wood 

in order and bound Isaac his son and 

laid him on the altar, on top of the 

wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out 

his hand and took the knife to slaughter 

his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD 

called to him from heaven and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything to 

him, for now I know that you fear God, 

seeing you have not withheld your son, 

your only son, from me.” 13 And 

Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, 

and behold, behind him was a ram, 

caught in a thicket by his horns. And 

Abraham went and took the ram and 

offered it up as a burnt offering instead 

of his son. 14 So Abraham called the 

name of that place, “The LORD will 

provide”; as it is said to this day, “On 

the mount of the LORD it shall be 

provided.”  
15 And the angel of the LORD called 

to Abraham a second time from 

heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have 

sworn, declares the LORD, because you 

have done this and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, 17 I will surely 

bless you, and I will surely multiply 

your offspring as the stars of heaven 

and as the sand that is on the seashore. 

And your offspring shall possess the 

gate of his enemies, 18 and in your 

offspring shall all the nations of the 

earth be blessed, because you have 

obeyed my voice.” 
 

James 1:12-18 (ESV) 
12 Blessed is the man who remains 

steadfast under trial, for when he has 

stood the test he will receive the crown 

of life, which God has promised to 

those who love him. 13 Let no one say 

when he is tempted, “I am being 

tempted by God,” for God cannot be 

tempted with evil, and he himself 

tempts no one. 14 But each person is 

tempted when he is lured and enticed 

by his own desire. 15 Then desire when 

it has conceived gives birth to sin, and 

sin when it is fully grown brings forth 

death.  



16 Do not be deceived, my beloved 

brothers. 17 Every good gift and every 

perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights with 

whom there is no variation or shadow 

due to change. 18 Of his own will he 

brought us forth by the word of truth, 

that we should be a kind of firstfruits 

of his creatures.  
 

Mark 1:9-15 (ESV) 
9 In those days Jesus came from 

Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he 

came up out of the water, immediately 

he saw the heavens being torn open 

and the Spirit descending on him like a 

dove. 11 And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; 

with you I am well pleased.”  
12 The Spirit immediately drove him 

out into the wilderness. 13 And he was 

in the wilderness forty days, being 

tempted by Satan. And he was with the 

wild animals, and the angels were 

ministering to him.  
14 Now after John was arrested, 

Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming 

the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God is at hand; repent and believe in 

the gospel.”   

 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

Genesis 22:1–18 

James 1:12–18 

Mark 1:9–15 
 

Christ Jesus Defeats Our Temptation and Saves Us by His Faithfulness 
 

In faith and the fear of God Abraham prepared to sacrifice his beloved son, 

Isaac. At the Word of the Lord, he “took the wood of the burnt offering and 

laid it on Isaac his son” and “when they came to the place of which God had 

told him,” Abraham bound Isaac “and laid him on the altar” (Gen. 22:6, 9). 

Then God stayed Abraham’s hand and provided “for Himself the Lamb for a 

burnt offering” (Gen. 22:8). That Lamb is God’s own beloved Son, Jesus, in 

whom “all the nations of the earth” are blessed (Gen. 22:18). As the 

Substitute for all the sons of men, Jesus is driven by the Spirit “into the 

wilderness” to be “tempted by Satan” (Mark 1:12–13), in order to endure and 

defeat all temptation. We are tempted by our own desire, which conceives 

and “gives birth to sin” (James 1:14–15). But this blessed Man, Christ Jesus, 

remained “steadfast under trial” and He has received “the crown of life, which 

God has promised to those who love Him” (James 1:12). His faithfulness, His 

victory, and His life are now given to us by His grace in the Gospel. 

 

 Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

February 25: Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31(v.22); 

Romans 5:1-11; Mark 8:27-38 


