WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE
THE BIBLE —We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by God,
and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, clearly
teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17).
GOD — We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed
Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and
Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour;
the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-
pleasing life.
MAN — We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image,
but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.)
SIN — “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds of
sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word and
deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by reason
of the guilt that attaches to sin.
REDEMPTION — We believe that God out of pure love and mercy redeemed
mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus,
and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work of Christ.
(Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25).
FAITH — We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of
Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps.
31:14).
THE CHURCH - We believe that the church, established by Christ is the
whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the
church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The church
is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Sacraments
are administered according to Christ’s institution.
SACRAMENTS — We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and
when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the
command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts
22:16). In the Lord’s Supper communicants receive in, with and under the
bread and wine also Christ’s body and blood. Believing communicants
receive this for the forgiveness of sins (1Co. 11:24-25).
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST — We believe that Christ will return
visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world
(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th.
4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt.
25:32, 46).
RESURRECTION —We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ will
rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and glorified
by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24).




Sixth Sunday after Epiphany February 12,2023

INTROIT Psalm 98:7-9; Antiphon: Psalm 98:2
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD,
for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P] O Lord,
graciously hear the prayers of Your people
that we who justly suffer the consequences of our sin
may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness
to the glory of Your name;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen

GRADUAL Psalm 117:1-2a; Psalm 96:8
Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS
After each petition:
P) Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (ESV)

15 «“See, I have set before you today
life and good, death and evil. ¢ If you
obey the commandments of the LORD
your God that I command you today,
by loving the LORD your God, by
walking in his ways, and by keeping
his commandments and his statutes
and his rules, then you shall live and
multiply, and the LORD your God will
bless you in the land that you are
entering to take possession of it. 1" But
if your heart turns away, and you will
not hear, but are drawn away to
worship other gods and serve them, 8
| declare to you today, that you shall
surely perish. You shall not live long
in the land that you are going over the
Jordan to enter and possess. ° | call
heaven and earth to witness against
you today, that | have set before you
life and death, blessing and curse.
Therefore choose life, that you and
your offspring may live, 2 loving the
LORD your God, obeying his voice and
holding fast to him, for he is your life
and length of days, that you may dwell
in the land that the LORD swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give them.”

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 (ESV)
But I, brothers, could not address you
as spiritual people, but as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 | fed you
with milk, not solid food, for you were
not ready for it. And even now you are
not yet ready, 2 for you are still of the
flesh. For while there is jealousy and
strife among you, are you not of the
flesh and behaving only in a human
way? * For when one says, “I follow
Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,”
are you not being merely human?

> What then is Apollos? What is
Paul? Servants through whom you
believed, as the Lord assigned to each.
¢ 1 planted, Apollos watered, but God
gave the growth. ” So neither he who
plants nor he who waters is anything,
but only God who gives the growth. 8
He who plants and he who waters are
one, and each will receive his wages
according to his labor. ® For we are
God’s fellow workers. You are God’s
field, God’s building.

Matthew 5:21-37 (ESV)

21 [Jesus said:] “You have heard that
it was said to those of old, ‘You shall
not murder; and whoever murders will
be liable to judgment.” 22 But | say to
you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be liable to judgment;
whoever insults his brother will be
liable to the council; and whoever
says, ‘“You fool!” will be liable to the
hell of fire. 2 So if you are offering
your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has
something against you, % leave your
gift there before the altar and go. First
be reconciled to your brother, and then
come and offer your gift. 2 Come to
terms quickly with your accuser while
you are going with him to court, lest
your accuser hand you over to the
judge, and the judge to the guard, and
you be put in prison. 26 Truly, | say to
you, you will never get out until you
have paid the last penny.

27 “You have heard that it was said,
“You shall not commit adultery.” % But
I say to you that everyone who looks at
a woman with lustful intent has
already committed adultery with her in
his heart. % If your right eye causes
you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away. For it is better that you lose one



of your members than that your whole
body be thrown into hell. * And if
your right hand causes you to sin, cut
it off and throw it away. For it is better
that you lose one of your members
than that your whole body go into hell.

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever
divorces his wife, let him give her a

either by heaven, for it is the throne of
God, ® or by the earth, for it is his
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the
city of the great King. % And do not
take an oath by your head, for you
cannot make one hair white or black. ¥
Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or
‘No’; anything more than this comes

certificate of divorce.” 2 But | say to  from evil.
you that everyone who divorces his

wife, except on the ground of sexual

immorality, makes her commit

adultery, and whoever marries a

divorced woman commits adultery.

33 “Again you have heard that it was
said to those of old, ‘You shall not
swear falsely, but shall perform to the
Lord what you have sworn.” 3 But |
say to you, Do not take an oath at all,

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Deuteronomy 30:15-20
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37

Christ Sets Life before Us so that We Can Walk in His Ways

The God who reveals Himself in His incarnate Son promises life and blessing
to all who obey His commandments “by loving the LORD your God, by
walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and
his rules” (Deut. 30:16). However, we are “people of the flesh” and “infants
in Christ” (1 Cor. 3:1) among whom “there is jealousy and strife” (1 Cor.
3:3). Jesus must instruct us against the human ways of anger, adultery,
divorce, and false witness (Matt. 5:21-37), because all who live in these ways
“shall surely perish” (Deut. 30:18). On the cross He died to forgive our sins
and free us from the ways of curse and death. Since Jesus Christ is our “life
and length of days” (Deut. 30:20), we can be reconciled to our brother, live
in chastity and marital faithfulness, and speak with honesty. He who serves
from His cross also offers His gift of reconciliation at His altar, and we can
be at peace with our brothers and sisters in Christ who are “God'’s field, God’s
building” (1 Cor. 3:9).

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word:
February 19: Transfiguration (A)
Exodus 24:8-18: Psalm 2:6-12 (2:6): 2 Peter 1:16-21: Matthew 17:1-9




