+Advent Midweek Series When Heaven Met Earth:
Advent Answers to Hard Questions Hardly Anybody Is Asking+

+Advent Midweek 2 - December 8, 2021 - The Obedient Child: Did He Know?+

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father;

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.

We have come to the setting of the sun,

and we look to the evening light.

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:

You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever.

O Son of God, O Giver of life: the universe proclaims Your glory.

334 O Lord, How Shall | Meet You

v
(0] Lord, how shall I meet You, How wel - come You a-right?
Your Zi - on strews be - fore You Green boughs and fair-est palms;
I lay in fet-ters, groan - ing; You came to set me free.

Love caused Your in - car - na - tion; Love brought You down to me.

Your peo-ple long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s de - light!
And I too will a-dore You With joy - ous songs and psalms.
I stood, my shame be-moan - ing; You came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion Pro-cured my 1lib - er - ty.
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(0] kin-dle, Lord most ho - ly, Your lamp with - in my breast
My heart shall bloom for - ev - er For You with prais-es new
A glo-rious crown You give me, A trea - sure safe on high
Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, That led You to em-brace
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To do in spir - it low - ly AIll that may please You best.
And from Your name shall nev - er With-hold the hon - or due.
That will not fail or Ileave me As earth-ly rich -es fly.
In love, all love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race.



5  Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,

Cannot His love erase;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.

He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,

His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.

6 He comes to judge the nations,

A terror to His foes,

A light of consolations
And blesséd hope to those

Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,

Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.

Tune and text: Public domain

Reading Malachi 3:1-7b
P} The Old Testament Reading is from the third chapter of Malachi.

1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger
of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of
hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. *He will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.
“Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the
days of old and as in former years.

>“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against
the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless,
against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD
of hosts.

®“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not
consumed. "From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my
statutes and have not kept them.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Reading Luke 2:41-52
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“INow [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to
custom. “*And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, “*but supposing him to
be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him
among their relatives and acquaintances, “*and when they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. “After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. #’And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. “And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I
have been searching for you in great distress.” **And he said to them, “Why
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” *°And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. >*And
he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.
And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

%2And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and
man.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon The Birth of God: How . . . and Why? Luke 1:26-38



Apostles’ Creed

Prayer
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| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -} everlasting. Amen.

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all
our mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world,
and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common
welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and
for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:



Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to
the Lord:

H®

Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Concluding prayer:

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. Be our
constant companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope among us,
that we may recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in the
breaking of the bread. Grant this for Your name’s sake.

Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction 267
P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -1+ Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.
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