+Advent Midweek Series When Heaven Met Earth:
Advent Answers to Hard Questions Hardly Anybody Is Asking+
Daily Prayer (Early Evening) p. 297

+Advent Midweek 1 - December 1, 2021 - The Birth of God: How . . . and Why?+

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father;

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.

We have come to the setting of the sun,

and we look to the evening light.

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:

You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever.

O Son of God, O Giver of life: the universe proclaims Your glory.
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341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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1 Lift wup your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
2 A righ - teous Help - er comes to thee; His char - iot
3 How blest the land, the cit - vy blest, Where Christ the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
is hu -mil - i - ty, His king - ly crown is ho - 1l -
rul - er is con-fessed! O peace - ful hearts and hap - py
tem - ple set a - part Fromearth - ly wuse for heav’'n’s em -
Thee; here, Lord, a - bide! O en - ter with Thy grace di -
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near; The Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and sal -
ness, His scep - ter, pit - y in dis - tress. The end of
homes To whom this King in tri - umph comes! The cloud - less
ploy, A -dorned with prayer and love and joy. So shall your
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va - tion He

doth bring; There-fore

re - joice and glad -ly sing.

Jeremiah 33:14-16

all our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
Sov-’reign en - ter in And new and no - bler life be - gin.
Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa- ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Tune and text: Public domain

Reading
P} The Old Testament Reading is from the thirty-third chapter of Jeremiah.

14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will fulfill the
promise | made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *°In those days
and at that time | will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. *°In those days Judah will be
saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will
be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’”

(P)

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Reading Luke 1:26-38
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

261 the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 2to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 22And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” ?°But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. **And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3!And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. 3He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, *and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

3 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

%And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy—the Son of God. 2*And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. *'For nothing will be impossible with God.” * And Mary said, “Behold, I
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon The Birth of God: How . . . and Why? Luke 1:26-38

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen,



Prayer

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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Concluding prayer:

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. Be our
constant companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope among us,
that we may recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in the
breaking of the bread. Grant this for Your name’s sake.

Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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