+Advent Midweek Series When Heaven Met Earth: Advent Answers to Hard
Questions Hardly Anybody Is Asking+

+Advent Midweek 3 - December 15, 2021 - The Man’s Man: Why Would Jesus Ever Cry?+

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father;

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.

We have come to the setting of the sun,

and we look to the evening light.

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:

You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever.

O Son of God, O Giver of life: the universe proclaims Your glory.
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Reading
[P)
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Zephaniah 3:14-20
The Old Testament Reading is from the third chapter of Zephaniah.

14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
15The LoRrD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
160n that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
17The LorD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
181 will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19Behold, at that time | will deal
with all your oppressors.
And | will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
20At that time 1 will bring you in,
at the time when | gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when | restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Reading Luke 19:41-44
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter.

“LAnd when [Jesus] drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, >saying,
“Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for
peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. “*For the days will come upon
you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you
and hem you in on every side **and tear you down to the ground, you and your
children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you,
because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Reading John 11:30-36
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.

3Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where
Martha had met him. 3*\When the Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 3>Now when Mary came to where
Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” **When Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his
spirit and greatly troubled. 3*And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” *>Jesus wept. 3So the Jews said, “See how
he loved him!”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed

Prayer
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| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -} everlasting. Amen.

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all
our mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world,
and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common
welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and
for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:



Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to
the Lord:

H®

Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen,

Concluding prayer:

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. Be our
constant companion on the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope among us,
that we may recognize You as You are revealed in the Scriptures and in the
breaking of the bread. Grant this for Your name’s sake.

Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction 267
P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I~ Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.
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