
WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 
THE BIBLE – We believe that EVERY word in the Bible is inspired by 

God, and therefore the whole Bible is the true, unalterable Word of God, 

clearly teaching the way of salvation. (2Ti. 3:15-17). 

GOD – We believe that God is ONE (Dt. 6:4) and that He has revealed 

Himself in three distinct Persons (Mt. 3:13-17), the Father, our Creator and 

Preserver; the Son, Jesus, Who is both God and Man, and our only Saviour; 

the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts and enables us to live a God-

pleasing life. 

MAN – We believe that God created man with body and soul, in His image, 

but man of his own free will lost this image through sin. (Gn. 1:27; 2:7; 3.) 

SIN – “Sin is the transgression of the Law.” (1Jn 3:4). There are two kinds 

of sin: original (inherited) sin (Ps. 51:5) and actual sin (sin in thought, word 

and deed) (Mt. 15:19). Man is subject to death and eternal damnation by 

reason of the guilt that attaches to sin. 

REDEMPTION – We believe that God out of pure love and mercy 

redeemed mankind from sin through the all-sufficient sacrifice of His only 

Son, Jesus, and His resurrection shows that God was satisfied with the work 

of Christ. (Jn 3:16; 1Jn 2:2; Ro. 4:25). 

FAITH – We believe that the sinner must personally receive the merits of 

Jesus for salvation and trust that, “Jesus died for me.” (Jn 17:3; Ja 1:21; Ps. 

31:14). 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church, established by Christ is the 

whole number of believers in Christ, for only believers are members of the 

church. Jesus Christ is its one and only foundation (Ep. 2:19-22). The 

church is found wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the 

Sacraments are administered according to Christ’s institution.  

SACRAMENTS – We believe that Christ instituted two sacraments, and 

when Baptism is administered to infants and adults, according to the 

command of Christ, God offers His grace and forgiveness of sins (Acts 

22:16). In the Lord’s Supper, believing communicants, with the bread and 

wine, also really receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 

(1Co. 11:24-25). 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST – We believe that Christ will return 

visibly to earth (Acts 1:11) on the Last Day (Mk. 13:32) to judge the world 

(Acts 10:42). The believers will go to heaven, to be with God forever (1Th. 

4:13-18). The unbelievers will go to hell, eternally separated from God (Mt. 

25:32, 46). 

RESURRECTION – We believe that on the Last Day believers in Christ 

will rise from the dead, their souls reunited with their earthly bodies and 

glorified by Christ (Jn 14:19; 17:24). 
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INTROIT                           Psalm 28:1-2, 6-7; Antiphon: Psalm 28:8 
 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, 

 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit.  

Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, 

 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary. 

Blessed be the LORD! 

 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; 

in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 

 my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P Almighty and everlasting Father, 

 You give Your children many blessings 

  even though we are undeserving. 

 In every trial and temptation 

  grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

 

GRADUAL                               Psalm 34:9, 19 
      

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him have no lack! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
 

RESPONSE FOR PRAYERS 
 

After each petition:  

 P  let us pray to the Lord: C Lord, have mercy. 



Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 (ESV) 
1Thus says the LORD:  

“Keep justice, and do 

righteousness, for soon my 

salvation will come, and my 

deliverance be revealed.  
6 “And the foreigners who join 

themselves to the LORD, to 

minister to him, to love the name 

of the LORD, and to be his 

servants, everyone who keeps the 

Sabbath and does not profane it,  

and holds fast my covenant—  
7 these I will bring to my holy 

mountain, and make them joyful in 

my house of prayer; their burnt 

offerings and their sacrifices will 

be accepted on my altar; for my 

house shall be called a house of 

prayer for all peoples.”  
8 The Lord GOD, who gathers the 

outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will 

gather yet others to him besides 

those already gathered.”  
 

Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 
28-32 (ESV) 

I ask, then, has God rejected his 

people? By no means! For I 

myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member 

of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has 

not rejected his people whom he 

foreknew.  

   13 Now I am speaking to you 

Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an 

apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify 

my ministry 14 in order somehow 

to make my fellow Jews jealous, 

and thus save some of them. 15 For 

if their rejection means the 

reconciliation of the world, what 

will their acceptance mean but life 

from the dead? 
28 As regards the gospel, they are 

enemies of God for your sake. But 

as regards election, they are 

beloved for the sake of their 

forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the 

calling of God are irrevocable. 30 

For just as you were at one time 

disobedient to God but now have 

received mercy because of their 

disobedience, 31 so they too have 

now been disobedient in order that 

by the mercy shown to you they 

also may now receive mercy. 32 

For God has consigned all to 

disobedience, that he may have 

mercy on all.  

 
Matthew 15:21-28 (ESV) 

21 And Jesus went away from 

there and withdrew to the district 

of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, 

a Canaanite woman from that 

region came out and was crying, 

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 

of David; my daughter is severely 

oppressed by a demon.” 23 But he 

did not answer her a word. And his 

disciples came and begged him, 

saying, “Send her away, for she is 

crying out after us.” 24 He 

answered, “I was sent only to the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
25 But she came and knelt before 

him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 

And he answered, “It is not right 

to take the children’s bread and 



ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Proper 15A (August 14—20) 

 

Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 

Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 

Matthew 15:21–28 

 

The Church Lives Under the Cross of Christ and Prays in the Hope of His 

Mercy 

 

By her persistent prayer that Jesus would have mercy and help her (Matt. 

15:22, 24), and even in the face of His initial silence and apparent rejection 

(Matt. 15:23–26), the Canaanite woman boldly confessed her faith in Him 

(Matt 15:28). Her beautiful example encourages us to cling to the words and 

promises of the Gospel, even in the face of the Law that accuses and 

condemns us. “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 

10:29), and His Law “has consigned all to disobedience” for the very 

purpose “that He may have mercy on all” (Rom. 10:32). Hence, the 

woman’s faith and hope were not disappointed, but her prayers were 

answered in the mercy of Christ. Not only does He grant us the crumbs from 

His Table, but He also feeds us with “the children’s bread” in the house of 

His Father (Matt. 15:26–27). He has brought us to His “holy mountain,” 

and He makes us joyful in His house, where He hears our prayers and 

accepts our sacrifice of praise upon the altar of His cross (Is. 56:7). 

 

 

throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, 

“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 

the crumbs that fall from their 

masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus 

answered her, “O woman, great is 

your faith! Be it done for you as 

you desire.” And her daughter was 

healed instantly.    
    
  

 

 

Next Week’s Readings from God’s Word: 

August 23: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138 (v.8a); Romans 11:33-12:8; Matthew 16:13-20 

 


